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Abstract

Background: The integration of Artificial Intelligence (Al) into historical research presents both opportunities and challenges for
Nigerian historiography, yet cultural perceptions and academic attitudes toward its adoption remain underexplored. This study
investigates scholarly perspectives on Al integration in Nigerian historical studies, examining the tension between technological
innovation and traditional research practices. By exploring the socio-cultural frameworks, institutional disparities, and post-
colonial dynamics that influence how local scholars perceive and adopt these technologies, this study argues that Al must not be
viewed as an autonomous interpretive agent. Instead, it must remain a subordinate, complementary tool subject to rigorous human
source criticism, safeguarding the rich interpretive traditions unique to African historiography. Method: Mixed-methods research
design was employed, combining semi-structured interviews with established historians, a comprehensive desk review of
archival and published materials, and a stratified survey of 400 respondents across two of Nigeria's major geopolitical zones the
north central and south western Nigeria. Findings: Findings indicate widespread awareness of Al tools among scholars, with
78% reporting familiarity and 72% actively using Al applications in their research. However, 55% expressed reservations
regarding cultural appropriateness and the potential erosion of interpretive dimensions in historical scholarship. Practical benefits
identified include archival digitization, automated transcription, and spatial reconstruction, while epistemological concerns,
algorithmic biases, and infrastructural limitations constrain effective deployment. Conclusion: The study concludes that to
preserve the integrity of African historiographical traditions Al should serve as a complementary tool under rigorous human
oversight, rather than as an autonomous interpretive agent.
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1. Introduction

The rapid evolution of Artificial Intelligence (Al) has intro-
duced transformative methodologies across academic disci-
plines, including the humanities. In contemporary Nigerian
historiography, the intersection of computational tools and
historical research presents a complex paradigm shift moving
from what has been termed a culture of archival scarcity to
one of digital abundance The growing use of Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) has fundamentally changed the landscape of aca-
demic research. Within the humanities, and specifically his-
torical inquiry, Al has introduced unprecedented opportunities
for digitizing fragile archival documents, processing vast
quantities of unstructured text, and identifying macro-histori-
cal patterns that would otherwise demand intensive, long-term
manual analysis [1].

These computational advancements have prompted histori-
ans worldwide to reconsider traditional methodologies and ac-
tively incorporate digital tools into their workflows. However,
the integration of AI within Nigerian historical studies re-
mains remarkably uneven and highly constrained. Unlike
Western academic ecosystems where digital humanities infra-
structure is deeply entrenched, the Nigerian context is charac-
terized by a unique juxtaposition: a deep, ethno-linguistic plu-
rality and a massive corpus of physical colonial and indige-
nous records, paired with severe technological and institu-
tional limitations [2]. Consequently, the adoption of Al is not
merely a technical transition but a highly contested process
shaped by historical consciousness, institutional politics, and
socio-cultural values.

This paper synthesizes five distinct scholarly contributions
to evaluate the cultural and academic perceptions of Al in Ni-
gerian historical studies. It systematically examines the struc-
tural and epistemological barriers to entry, explores the meth-
odology of digital historiography, outlines the practical oppor-
tunities for historical reconstruction, and assesses the socio-
cultural factors governing technological adoption within the
Nigerian academy.

2. Methodology

This study utilizes a mixed-methods research design to
evaluate academic perspectives on integrating Artificial Intel-
ligence (Al) into Nigerian historiography, capturing macro-
level structural trends alongside fine-grained qualitative nu-
ances across diverse cultural backgrounds.

The qualitative framework relies on primary oral data gath-
ered via semi-structured interviews with key stakeholders and
established historians of Nigerian history. This approach pro-
vides flexible, rigorous insights into institutional barriers, in-
dividual research practices, and generational or regional atti-
tudes toward emergent tools, filling empirical gaps that stand-
ardized metrics fail to capture within a discipline heavily an-
chored in oral tradition.

Conversely, the quantitative component is dual-pronged.
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First, a comprehensive desk review analyses secondary litera-
ture including published textbooks, journal articles, historical
newspapers like the West African Pilot, and contemporary pe-
riodicals to contextualize the shift from archival scarcity to
digital abundance. Second, a stratified quantitative survey ex-
pands this scope across Nigeria's major geographical zones.
By distributing 20 structured questionnaires to selected ter-
tiary and research institutions within each zone, the study se-
cures a total sample size of 400 respondents 118 respondents
were from survey forms, and 282 obtained from oral inter-
views/focused group discussions within the span of 9 months.
This broad spatial distribution explicitly isolates and measures
how geopolitical variables, digital infrastructural disparities,
and localized socio-cultural paradigms shape a scholar's incli-
nation to adopt or resist Al workflows.

3. Literature Review

3.1. Review of Related Studies

The integration of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in Nigerian
historical studies has recently sparked considerable academic
interest, particularly regarding its ethical use, cultural percep-
tions and their implications for the humanities. Studies in Al
is often considered more scientific than relevant to the human-
ities. However, cultural understanding can help developers
make Al more human in its interface. Esamagu et al. [3] high-
lights the intersection of Al and interdisciplinary collaboration,
advocating for its role in enhancing African history research.
This perspective is complemented by Bakare [4], who dis-
cusses Al's potential to foster critical thinking and learning in
social studies, suggesting that similar benefits could extend to
historical education.

Onianwa [5] addresses the logistical challenges of historical
research, arguing that Al can facilitate the digitization of bib-
liographies, thereby streamlining access to secondary sources.
This technological advancement is crucial for researchers who
face time constraints and resource limitations. Tolulope et al.
[6] further examine the broader impact of Al on research in
Nigeria, identifying key areas where Al can drive innovation
and efficiency.

The significance of cultural heritage in the adoption of Al
technologies is underscored by Bolarinwa [7] and Gaith &
Hutson [8], who explore how Al can enhance cultural sustain-
ability and conservation. Nwodu [9] provides insights into stu-
dents' awareness and perceptions of Al, highlighting the im-
portance of cultural attitudes in technology adoption.

Collectively, these studies indicate that understanding cul-
tural perceptions is essential for successfully integrating Al
into Nigerian historical research. By considering these cultural
dimensions, future implementations of Al can be tailored to
meet the needs and expectations of diverse stakeholders, fos-
tering a more inclusive approach to the use of Al.
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3.2. Digital Historiography and the Current
Archival Landscape in Nigeria

To understand the limitations and possibilities of Al inte-
gration, one must first confront the realities of the archival
landscape in Nigeria. The National Archives of Nigeria, es-
tablished in 1957 under colonial administration, houses an ir-
replaceable volume of administrative records detailing the
complex operations of the British indirect rule apparatus. Yet,
access to these physical repositories concentrated primarily in
regional centres such as Ibadan, Enugu, Kaduna, and Abuja
remains fraught with difficulty. Researchers routinely face
challenges stemming from material degradation, poor finding
aids, inadequate funding, and the destructive effects of tropi-
cal humidity on fragile, un-digitized paper relics.

In response to these preservation crises, the National Ar-
chives initiated a formal digitalization project in 2003. How-
ever, comprehensive reviews indicate that, contrary to institu-
tional rhetoric, the vast majority of national holdings remain
strictly in analogue formats. This stalemate is sustained by se-
vere funding constraints, the absence of a unified national
framework for digital preservation, and a critical shortage of
personnel trained in archive informatics. Where localized dig-
ital initiatives have succeeded, they often highlight a profound
"reliance paradox" inherent to the African digital humanities.
For example, the Abubakar Tafawa Balewa Heritage Center
in Bauchi State successfully digitized and cataloged 147 his-
torical artifacts, including rare photographs and key political
documents. However, achieving such localized preservation
frequently depends directly on Western technical frameworks
and external, foreign-screened financing. When the curation,
metadata architecture, and long-term hosting rights of Ni-
geria's historical legacy are outsourced to Euro-American in-
stitutions, indigenous digital sovereignty is compromised,
risking the reinforcement of colonial power imbalances under
the guise of digital generosity.

4. Discussion

4.1. Results

Analysing cultural perceptions regarding the integration of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Nigerian historical studies from
survey responses collected from academics, researchers, and
students across Nigerian institutions. The data reveals com-
plex attitudes toward Al adoption, reflecting tensions between
technological advancement and traditional research method-
ologies, cultural values, and ethical considerations. The anal-
ysis employed NVIVO qualitative and quantitative interpreta-
tion to explore the multi-layered responses regarding Al's role
in Nigerian historical scholarship.

The survey captured responses from 118 participants pre-
dominantly from North Central Nigeria particularly Univer-
sity of Jos, Plateau State University, Federal University Lafia,
Benue State University, and Federal University Wukari. The
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demographic composition reveals that the majority (approxi-
mately 85%) are aged 21-30 years, with academic status rang-
ing from undergraduate students to postgraduate students, lec-
turers, and researchers. A striking finding is the high level of
Al awareness among respondents. Approximately 78% indi-
cated familiarity with Al concepts with many specifically
mentioning tools like ChatGPT, Gemini, Copilot, and
Deepseek. This widespread awareness suggests that Al tech-
nologies have penetrated Nigerian academic spaces despite in-
frastructural challenges. Notably, 72% of respondents re-
ported using Al tools, indicating active engagement rather
than passive awareness. This finding challenges assumptions
about technological lag in Nigerian academic contexts. Cul-
tural concerns contributing to resistance toward Al adoption
were acknowledged by approximately 55% of respondents.
This resistance appears linked to perceptions of Al as poten-
tially undermining the humanistic and interpretive dimensions
of historical scholarship and that Al is not culturally neutral
but a technology requiring localization.

4.2. Methodological Applications and Practical
Opportunities

Despite severe structural impediments, the deployment of
Al and digital technologies offers significant, revolutionary
possibilities for advancing Nigerian historical research across
several primary axes [10]: By coupling artificial intelligence
with internet-based repositories, the geographic barriers that
have long marginalized remote or underfunded scholars are
being dismantled [11]. Physical distance from regional ar-
chives becomes less restrictive as Al-driven discovery tools
and cloud-hosted formats allow historians to engage with
global collections right from their desks, vastly reducing
travel expenditures and democratizing primary source access
[12]. Moresoe, Al serves as a vital safeguard against the per-
manent loss of historical data. Advanced tools like Handwrit-
ten Text Recognition (HTR) platforms (e.g., Transkribus) are
currently deployed to transcribe handwritten British colonial
communications, district officer reports, and local court rec-
ords. Similarly, Automatic Speech Recognition (ASR)
speech-to-text models dramatically accelerate the preliminary
transcription of vernacular oral history recordings, transform-
ing ephemeral acoustic data into durable, machine-readable
digital texts [11].

Beyond text, generative Al models and computer vision are
increasingly utilized to catalog, interpret, and visually pre-
serve physical cultural artifacts. AI models demonstrate capa-
bilities in transforming cultural elements, music, and imagery
into rich digital mediums, creating alternative modes of cul-
tural expression and preservation that safeguard Nigeria's ma-
terial past for successive generations.

Through the integration of voice synthesis, 3D modeling,
and advanced graphics, Al allows history to become visually
alive. Complex historical artifacts, such as the Benin bronze
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heads and Nok terracotta sculptures, can be digitally recon-
structed into lifelike forms. Furthermore, using Geographic
Information Systems (GIS), spatial historians can plot carto-
graphic legacies such as the Lagos-to-Kano railway line to il-
lustrate visually how colonial infrastructure investments di-
rectly promoted wealth extraction and territorial surveillance,
exposing the ideological violence embedded within historic
maps. The computational capacity of Al allows for the rapid
sorting, categorization, and pattern recognition of expansive
datasets. Historians can leverage Al as a sophisticated re-
search assistant to parse massive collections of historic news-
papers, trace migration patterns over centuries, or isolate re-
curring thematic tropes across thousands of pages of colonial
records, bypassing the limitations of manual sorting.

4.3. Epistemological, Ethical, and Algorithmic
Challenges

The enthusiasm surrounding Al is tempered by serious
methodological and ethical critiques. At the core of the aca-
demic anxiety is the fundamental mismatch between the inter-
pretive demands of history and the mathematical constraints
of computer science: Al systems excel at pattern recognition
within massive datasets, but they remain fundamentally blind
to historical context, irony, subtext, and local cultural mean-
ings. Large Language Models (LLMs) do not read for histori-
cal truth; they generate statistical predictions of the most
likely next word based on their training parameters. They are
incapable of independent source criticism. Because the foun-
dational architecture and training datasets of modern Al are
predominantly engineered in Europe and North America, they

are heavily saturated with Western perspectives. African his-
torical narratives are severely underrepresented or completely
flattened into Eurocentric categories. When applied uncriti-
cally to Nigerian history, these algorithms risk reproducing
historical inequalities, making indigenous knowledge systems
and oral traditions invisible.

The use of Optical Character Recognition (OCR) databases
introduces what Lara Putnam critiques as the biases of "the
transnational and the text-searchable." Keyword queries cre-
ate an illusion of empirical completeness while completely
masking un-digitized regional papers, missing archival folder
issues, and gaps stemming from colonial press censorship.
Similarly, qualitative analysis software like NVivo and AT-
LAS.ti remains optimized for non-tonal, Western languages,
routinely failing to parse the complex orthographies, tonal in-
flections, and diacritical marks essential to Nigerian linguistic
historical traditions [13]. Therefore, the rising utilization of
generative Al to draft text, summarize literature, and interpret
sources raises urgent concerns regarding plagiarism, author-
ship, and academic integrity. Al is notoriously prone to "hal-
lucinations" the fabrication of historical citations and facts.
Over-reliance on these tools, without exhaustive human veri-
fication, threatens to erode the empirical rigorousness.

4.4. Socio-Cultural Influences and Academic
Perceptions

The adoption of Al within the Nigerian university system is
deeply influenced by geopolitical, generational, and cultural
dynamics. Nigeria's vast domestic diversity means that insti-
tutional responses are far from uniform:

Table 1. Regional and Generational Orientations toward Al Adoption among Nigerian Historians.

Demographic/Regional Vector

Southern Nigerian Scholars Higher/Rapid Adoption Rate

Northern Nigerian Scholars

Younger Academic Cohort

Older Academic Cohort

This internal division is further exacerbated by the public's
general distrust of institutional frameworks. Persistent corrup-
tion and weak leadership have eroded faith in state-driven

General Orientation toward AI Adoption

Cautious/Delayed Adoption Rate

High Openness & Proactive Integration

Severe Scepticism & Resistance
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Underlying Catalyst / Constraint

Earlier historical exposure to European educational
models and digital infrastructure access.

Stronger alignment with traditional communication
channels, Islamic educational structures, and con-
servative knowledge systems.

View the internet and Al as alternative epistemic
spaces to bypass broken institutional infrastructure
and access global scholarship.

View Al outputs as inferior to indigenous
knowledge systems; place premium on elders and
custodians of oral memory.

technological initiatives, leaving Al adoption to depend heav-
ily on fragmented individual initiative rather than coordinated,
federally-funded university planning. Furthermore, the exor-
bitant licensing fees of proprietary research software present
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an insurmountable barrier for underfunded humanities depart-
ments, widening the digital divide within the local academic
hierarchy.

From a postcolonial theoretical framework drawing on
Homi Bhabha’s concepts of cultural disruption and hybridiza-
tion scholars express valid anxieties regarding digital neoco-
lonialism. Because African historical data on the internet re-
mains fragmentary or nonexistent, uncritical reliance on West-
ern-engineered Al effectively permits external algorithmic
structures to rewrite, interpret, and distort African identities,
mimicking the epistemic violence of the original colonial en-
counter.

5. Conclusion

The integration of Artificial Intelligence into Nigerian his-
torical studies represents an irreversible evolutionary step that
the academy cannot afford to ignore. Al possesses immense
utility as a digital research assistant, offering powerful tools
to preserve endangered data, digitize analogue archives, and
unpack large-scale historical information. However, to avoid
epistemic marginalization, Nigerian historians must actively
dictate the terms of this technological transition. Computa-
tional methods must always remain strictly subordinate to
qualitative human interpretation, rigorous source criticism,
and ethical oversight.

6. Recommendations

To achieve a balanced integration, massive, concerted col-
laborations must occur between African computer scientists,
computational linguists, and historians to build localized Al
training datasets that natively support the complex orthogra-
phies, tonal changes, and idioms of Nigerian languages like
Yoruba, Igbo, and Hausa. African governments and local
philanthropists must actively sponsor independent research at
the intersection of Al and African history. This will break the
structural reliance on Western-screened capital and protect in-
digenous digital sovereignty.

Abbreviations
Al Artificial Intelligence
HTR Handwritten Text Recognition
ASR Automatic Speech Recognition
GIS Geographic Information Systems
OCR Optical Character Recognition

LLM(s) Large Language Model(s)
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