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Abstract

This paper critically interrogates the dynamics of modern migration, globalization, and the international security challenges they
generate within the world system. While global migration is inevitable in the age of globalization; global migration has become a
vehicle for the spread of deadly diseases and international organized crimes, making the world unsafe for everyone. Diseases
such as HIV/AIDS, SARS, Ebola and lately, COVID-19 which killed many in time past spread throughout the world due to
modern migration and globalization. Also, criminal networks across international borders have taken advantage of modern
migration to expand their illicit trade in arms, narcotics, migrant smuggling, human trafficking and terrorism, making it
extremely difficult for governments to deal with. However, the paper posited that while modern migration and globalization have
contributed in no small measure to mobility of labor force and enormous wealth to some parts of the world in an unprecedented
manner, same phenomena have engendered poverty and lack in some parts of the world especially, the Global South countries
predominantly in Africa and Asia, whose citizens resort to irregular migration as a survival strategy, despite the risks involved.
Using the world system’s theory, the paper maintained that global migration started with Trans-Atlantic slave trade, followed by
colonization and today’s neo-liberal globalization, all driven by capital accumulation. In the light of the above, the paper
concluded and suggested the need for global response by different countries to tackle these challenges by prioritizing border
security to protect their citizens from crimes and diseases. Also, there is the need for responsible leadership and good governance
in the Global South to create opportunities, and to engender development and discourage irregular migration from the Global
South.
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1. Introduction

Throughout history, humans have been in the business of  lations, humans have demonstrated that settling is as intrinsic
moving from one place to the other for different reasons. From  to our nature as it is changing our residence. But this natural
the worldwide expansion of hominids departing from Africa  impulse has been limited since the establishment of States,
million years ago, to the actual massive migrations of popu- Kingdoms and Empires [1]. People relocate in search of
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greener pastures, better environment and strive to settle where
there is peace. These desires are as old as human existence. In
traditional Africa and elsewhere, people for reason of hunting
and farming tend to leave their indigenous communities for
another in the believe that, the new environment will help
them flourish in their trade. This push and pull factors have
not fundamentally changed even in the contemporary times,
as migration is an intrinsic part of social change [2].

At the global level, mass migration started with slavery
driven by capital accumulation in the world’s system core.
Beginning in the 16" Century, European merchants, starting
mainly with merchants from Portugal, initiated the transat-
lantic slave trade. Few traders ventured far inland, attempting
to avoid tropical diseases and violence [3]. It was a pattern of
migration that was one-sided to the advantage of the Euro-
peans because they didn’t settle in Africa and other parts of
the world to contribute to development. They mostly pur-
chased imprisoned Africans and exported commodities in-
cluding gold and ivory from West African Kingdoms, trans-
porting them to Europe. These merchants were sources of
desired goods including guns, gunpowder, copper, manilas
and clothes, and this demand for imported goods drove local
wars and other means to the enslavement of Africans in ever
greater number.

However, the condition of Agriculture with increasing so-
cioeconomic complexities offered greater opportunity for
mass migration in the name of Chattel Slavery. It was esti-
mated that over 12.8 million Africans were shipped across the
Atlantic over a span of 400 years. The number purchased by
the traders was considerably higher, as the passage had a high
death rate, with between 1.2 and 2.4 million dying during the
voyage, and million more in seasoning camps in the Carib-
bean after arrival in the New World. In the whole, Africa’s
development was said to be arrested by slavery as the abled
men and women that would have transformed and reposi-
tioned the continent on the path of sustainable growth and
development were shipped to Europe and America [4].

Therefore, Trans-Atlantic slave trade was one of the first
mass migrations, driven by capital accumulation in the
pre-industrial era. From the extraction of raw materials to
food production in the colonies, as well as any other work
done by slaves—until their trade was forbidden in the 19th
century—everything was oriented to the core’s accumulation
[1]. Hence, African slaves represented the cheaper workforce
that core states could employ to work, as a huge part of the
accumulation process relied on their unpaid work (that
maximized production’s surplus value) and this provoked the
forced migration of millions people from Africa to the
Americas. No other previous mass migration movement can
be explained by economic reasons in a world-system per-
spective.

Nevertheless, when slavery as a system of migration and
exploitation lost its shine and sheen, another pernicious mi-
gration pattern was introduced colonization, which was the
product of Industrial Revolution of the 18" and 19" Centuries.
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This represented the second capitalist-driven mass migration
in the system’s core. In Europe, the revolution propelled the
Europeans in search of cheap labor and raw materials to look
majorly, towards Africa and Asia again. This period saw the
opposite of slavery in terms of migration, as the Europeans
themselves came to settle in Africa and elsewhere, in search
of agricultural and mineral resources. Colonization itself was
a system of economic exploitation, political domination, so-
cial exclusion and segregation of the majority of indigenous
population by the few Europeans [5].

Till today, the continent of Africa and Asia particularly
have not remained the same due to so many capitalists’ dis-
tortions and crises engendered by colonization and imperial-
ism, reducing these continents to paupers by the agents of
global capitalist expansion in what Samir Amin (1992) cap-
tured very vividly as ‘Empire of Chaos’ [6]. Colonization
introduced a system of education; good enough to teach the
indigenous people how to read and write in order to support
the colonial state. Functional and vocational education was
not emphasized. In the area of infrastructure, roads and rail
lines were constructed from the hinterland to the sea to help in
the evacuation of cash crops and solid minerals [7]. It’s a fact
that Africa and all the colonial states were impoverished by
colonization and were reduced to what Fanon (1965) chris-
tened as the “Wretched of the Earth’ [8]. Leaders were re-
cruited and corrupted to do the bidding of the colonizers,
planting seeds of discord among the people who were hitherto,
united by common ancestry and history. At independence, the
people were left drier and agents of the colonizers masquer-
ading as leaders were handed over the affairs of the state,
without a solid economic base [9]. Subscribing to this, Alavi
(1972) described the post-colonial state as an ‘over-developed’
state in relation to the economic structure on the ground which
was underdeveloped [10].

Therefore, in the 1960’s through to the 1970’s, African
leaders and the Global South countries generally, struggled to
take charge of their economies, to reposition their various
states on the path of sustainable growth and development.
This desire did not yield any positive outcome because the
state lacked the means of production which is fundamental for
development to take place [9]. Economies of these societies
began to suffer, making it impossible to meet the yearnings
and aspirations of the people. Different economic policies
were introduced by the global financial institutions from the
1970’s to the 1980’s, some of which included the Structural
Adjustment Programme SAP, whose objective was the liber-
ation and general privatization of the economy in order to
salvage the situation, yet the economies of the Global South
societies continued to tank as poverty and lack, unemploy-
ment, ignorance, disease, balance of payment and trade defi-
cits as well as general underdevelopment became major
problems confronting the leaders. In the whole therefore, SAP
was a disaster. These economic prescriptions by the World
Bank and IMF, sank Africa and most of Asian countries into
deeper quagmires, and the easy way out of this by many Af-
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rican and Asian youths was to escape to Europe and America
where opportunities abound, even without the necessary
documents thereby, generating serious global migration crisis.
Therefore, globalization which represents another phase of
capital accumulation by owners of global capital has suc-
ceeded in shrinking the world into a global village, connecting
different regions of the world and making borders almost less
important, thereby encouraging mass global migration both
regular and irregular in the global system. Also, globalization
has made modern migration relatively easy, but with conse-
quences which include irregular migration with all its dangers,
the spread of disease which is so common, and the rise of
criminals who encourage international organized crimes in the
global system.

However, this paper is divided into several parts. Part one is
an introduction. Part two analyzes theoretical framework and
part three discusses modern migration and globalization
alongside their prospects and challenges as they relate to
public health concern, international organized crimes and
irregular migration in Global South. Part four is conclusion
and recommendations.

2. Theoretical Framework

The world-system’s theory is adopted to analyze modern
migration in the age of globalization. This theory is used as a
framework for understanding the global history and social
change, viewing the world as a single interconnected system
driven by capitalism. The theory emphasizes the role of cap-
italism which globalization promotes, and unequal power
relations in shaping the global economy and influencing so-
cieties on a global scale. The theory divides the world into
core, periphery and semi-periphery regions each with distinct
characteristics and roles within the global capitalist system.
The theory was developed by Immanuel Wallerstein in 1974.

According to this theory, core countries hold a dispropor-
tionate amount of power on the world economic and social
stage. They are capitalist countries that exploit peripheral
countries for cheap labor and raw materials [11]. Within the
core countries, the interests of a relatively small class of
economically powerful people are the most important thing.
Scholars argued that the first economic core was the Western
Europe followed by the Britain, and finally, by the United
States today. Among the many countries that are considered
core countries are: Australia, United Kingdom, Canada, Fin-
land, France, Germany and Japan [12].

Also, majority of the core countries are found in Europe,
North America and the Oceania. Most of them have a colonial
history of controlling other poor nations. They have a large
amount of capital and its labor force is relatively well paid,
explaining why many peripheral countries migrate to. They
have a strong military power and not dependent on any state
or country, the state serves the interest of economically pow-
erful, they are focused on higher skill and capital-intensive
production, they are powerful, and this power allows them to
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pay prices for goods and exploit cheap labor, which constantly
reinforces the unequal relationship between the core and the
periphery countries. However, the periphery countries are the
direct opposite of the core countries which were once en-
slaved, colonized and continue to be exploited by the core
states. Mal-governance, corruption, insecurity, poverty and
lack define such states and they are mostly found in Africa,
Asia, South America and the Caribbean. Majority of their
people have lost hope in their home government, hence, the
desire to migrate to Europe and America in search of greener
pastures.

It is instructive to note that globalization has given expres-
sion to the world-system’s theory as it has made the world to
become a global village. Today, no nation stands in isolation
and everyone is affected positively or otherwise by the deci-
sion of others. The mass movement of migrants and the se-
curity challenges it generates have consequences everywhere.
The spread of diseases such as HIV/AIDS and recently,
COVID-19 has lent credence to this. Therefore, the way and
manner states in the global system manage their affairs will go
a long way in determining the future of global migration.

3. Modern Migration in a Globalized
World: Prospects and Challenges

There’s no doubt that modern migration is driven by glob-
alization. Globalization has engendered close international
integration of markets both for goods, services and for capital.
This phenomenon is driven by the revolution in telecommu-
nications which has contributed to the ‘death of distance’ as
virtually instantaneous communications are possible nearly
everywhere [13, 14].

Globalization has possibilities and problems. On the one
hand, globalization is uniting the world and generating un-
precedented wealth. Hence, globalization has brought many
benefits, including the reduction of poverty in several coun-
tries of the world [15]. On the other hand, globalization is also
making national boundaries less important, thereby encour-
aging migration, both regular and irregular, generating inse-
curity as a result of the melting borders, poverty as a result of
inequality, and unemployment as a result of the utilization of
ICT. Juan Somavia (2004) buttressed this when he observed
that:

Many see globalization as source of social exclusion.
Growing insecurity and a sense that the rules of the game are
unfair have given rise to frustrations in the hearts of many
individuals and families. Official unemployment, which con-
tinues to rise, masks the even larger problem of underem-
ployment for billions of people unable to work in ways that
fully utilize their creativity or maximize their productive
potential. The work of the poor is largely invisible. Far too
much of women’s work is still unaccounted and undervalued.
And the greatest failure of the current system is for young
people who see no future [16].
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These assertions clearly expose the issue of unemployment
and underemployment engendered by globalization. For mil-
lions, a common approach to recovering hope for a future is to
migrate, and this mass movement of people across borders for
jobs has had many externalities, or unanticipated conse-
quences, among which is insecurity [17].

Today, the movement of population across frontiers has
reached unprecedented proportions producing a global mi-
gration crisis. As floods of people leave their homeland for
another country each year, the cross national movement has
become a norm-so common that leaving one’s native country
has become almost an expectation. The ease of travel and
communication, combined with looser borders, give rise to
endless crisscrossing streams of wanderers and quest workers,
nomadic adventurers and international drifters [18]. This
migration trend continues on a higher scale and it is not only
alarming, but frightening, as people around the globe continue
to move across international borders in search of resources
which are not evenly distributed on the surface of the earth.
Also, the ungquenchable appetite to leave the shores of Africa
and Asia to Europe and America has engendered irregular
migration. Hence, all these movements across international
borders have consequences as they have really promoted
international organized crimes, such as trade in illicit drug and
arms trafficking, human trafficking and forced labor, terror-
ism, the spread of diseases all driven by globalization.

For the sake of this paper therefore, more attention is given
to migration and the spread of disease in the age of globali-
zation, and how modern migration and globalization continue
to encourage international organized crimes and finally, how
modern migration and globalization remain a recipe for ir-
regular migration in the Global South with specific reference
to Africa and Asia.

3.1. Modern Migration and Public Health
Concerns in a Globalized World

Few years ago, the world stood still because of a global
pandemic that threatened humanity. COVID-19 which was
first discovered in China spread like wildfire across the con-
tinents of the world due to global travels and contacts. Nations
of the world hurriedly closed their borders to safeguard their
citizens from the deadly disease which killed many within the
few weeks of contraction. COVID-19 is therefore, a proof that
modern migration and globalization have made the world so
small that everybody is at risk of contracting disease any day,
anytime. The pandemic has shaken the very foundation of the
world in recent history, making nations to rethink their strat-
egy of border management.

However, it is a fact that global migration not only comes
with health challenges, but actually multiplies them. It was
said that truck drivers in India for instance, who move to
neighboring countries and back, are said to be the primary
agents for AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome)
epidemic in that country and elsewhere in Asia. Today, wars
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are fought virtually everywhere with survivors crossing in-
ternational borders as refugees. The growing number of ref-
ugees forced into unsanitary camps ravaged by cholera and
other diseases that can prove as deadly as the violence and
terrorism they flee is alarming. Aside this, more than 800
million tourist’s cross borders each year, most of whom are
airline passengers sharing cabin-sealed environments filled
with the carriers of potential fatal diseases [19]. Hence, a
shrinking globe and mass movement of people across border,
in short, has made the spread of disease rapid and difficult to
control [20].

Gro Harlen Brundtland, the World Health Organization’s
Director General from 1998 to 2003 summarized well, the
so-called globalization of health disease and the health inse-
curity it has created. She observed that:

The reality is that public health is, as never before, a prior-
ity on the global agenda, for the simple reason that so many of
the challenges we face now have a global impact, requiring
global solutions and global response. In an interconnected and
interdependent world, bacteria and viruses travel almost as
fast as e-mail messages and money flows. There are no health
sanctuaries-no pregnable walls between the world that is
healthy, well fed, and well off, and another world that is sick,
malnourished, and impoverished. Globalization has shrunk
distances, broken down barriers and linked people together. It
has also made problems half way around the world everyone’s
problem. The tenacity of the SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome) virus and the public health and economic uncer-
tainty it brings underscores this too well. Countries trying to
grapple with new epidemics or collapsing under the weight of
disease and malnutrition can now have a devastating impact
on economies and societies around the globe. The way that we,
as an international community work to address current crises
and prevent future ones will determine whether we succeed or
fail in shared efforts to advance global development, growth
and peace. The global transformation must lead to a profound
change in the way we think about health policy-locally, na-
tionally and internationally [21].

Besides, the AIDS virus has become a symbol for the
global spread of disease in a shrinking world. It is an epidemic,
global in scope, with the number of people infected with HIV
climbing to more than an estimated 70 million victims making
the HIV/AIDS epidemic one of the world’s most devastating
epidemic in history. The epidemic continues to spread with
global migration, with over 15000 new infestations every day,
and an alarming acceleration in regions and countries hitherto
spared [22]. The virus is not confined to any quarter of the
globe, however; it travels across borders and throughout the
world (alongside the increase in travels across borders and
throughout the world) and undermines economic growth
everywhere in our globalized planet. Accordingly, the
HIV/AIDS epidemic is erasing a generation of progress in
human development. In a country hardest hit, life expectancy
is expected to drop by as much as 25 years and economies are
contracting by 20 percent or more. AIDS is creating and
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deepening poverty, erasing economic growth, and wiping out
social progress. In developing countries, HIV/AIDS is placing
staggering pressures on governments and social services they
deliver. And when governments are unable to respond, the
epidemic gains speed. Where education, healthcare and ad-
ministration are not up to the challenge, infectious rates rise,
and hope for the sick, for women and families, and entire
societies ebbs away. AIDS puts at risk the gains of develop-
ment, the hope of improved governance and ultimately, the
prospect of development itself [22]. Adding to the challenge
of international infectious disease caused by globalization is
the fact that we live in the shadows of new epidemics. The
avian virus, for instance, might transmute to transmit itself
directly from human to human [23].

It is pertinent to note that, humans are not the only victims
of so-called borderless diseases, as was made evident in 2001,
when the contagious foot and mouth diseases swept through
Europe, and Europeans tried to seal their frontiers to a virus
that spread with frightening speed, devastating livestock
globally because borders between countries had all but dis-
solved and it had been years since anybody needed a passport
to travel between most European countries. Therefore, glob-

INDEX SCORES, ASIA

alization of health concerns is limited by the extent to which
contagious diseases, viruses and infections respect state
boundaries-which they don’t. The world is so interconnected
to isolate these threats to health problems across national
borders with increasing ease which expose the people or na-
tive to health insecurity.

3.2. Modern Migration, Globalization and
International Organized Crime

While it is a fact that modern migration and globalization
have contributed in trade expansion the world over, these
phenomena have inadvertently facilitated the expansion of
illicit activities across borders, creating what is often termed
the ‘illicit global economy’ which includes the cross border
flow of prohibited or regulated goods, money, and people as
well as movement of stolen or counterfeit items. While they
promote economic growth and interconnectedness, they have
also presented opportunities for criminal network to operate
transnationally, leading to challenges in law enforcement and
governance [24].

#1 #2 #3 #4 #3

WESTERM ASIA SOUTH-EASTERN ASIA SOUTHERM ASIA EASTERM ASIA CEMNTRAL ASIA
AND THE CAUCASUS

REGION CRIMINALITY Aners et RESILIENCE
WESTERN ASIA 602 +0.24 600 +0.17 605 +0.31 423 -021
SOUTH-EASTERN ASIA 582 +0.36 588 +045 575 +028 445 -013
SOUTHERN ASIA 546 +0.16 541 +0.16 5.50 +0.16 3.94 -0.09
EASTERNASIA 480 -004 471 +009 490 -018 563 +
CENTRAL ASIAAND THE CAUCASUS 448 0. 418 +0.03 478 - 3.99 -0.43

ASIA AVERAGE

4.34

-0.12

Source: Continental Overviews and Results, 2023

Figure 1. Index Scores of Criminality in Asian Context.

Hence, international organized crimes have come to live
with us in the global age. Today, syndicates have taken ad-
vantage of the opportunity created by modern migration and
globalization to expand by leaps and bounds, making it ex-
tremely difficult for governments to deal with. Take for in-
stance, terrorism, illicit drug trafficking and its use are eve-
rywhere due to international contacts. There is no gain saying
that illicit use of drugs is widespread and hugely profitable,
and difficult to control in a borderless world. Fueled by major
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production and distribution complexes, the criminals are
having a filled day most especially in the narcotics production.
The narcotic trade for instance, generates an estimated 500
billion dollars in profit each year for the criminal empires that
traffic in illegal black market drug [25]. Therefore, a border-
less world has made it possible for 10Cs to contribute to
corruption of government, the spread of global terrorism, the
growing trafficking of women and children for prostitution
and a whole host of other global problems [26]. These sources
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of corruption reduce international security [27]. The threats
have multiplied by the globalization of networks among the
thousands violent gangs. The United States is especially ex-
posed to the danger with 300,000 gangs with more than
800,000 members which increasingly are linking up and go-
ing international, helped by the internet, immigration and
America’s deportation of criminals [28]. Below table shows
organized crime index in Asia.

Human
trafficking

Human
smuggling

In the South Asian context, organized crime index has re-
vealed that South Asian countries have experienced an in-
crease in criminality levels, with scores rising by 5.82 and
5.46, respectively, compared to the Asia region’s average
score of 5.47. Notably, trafficking in persons and human
smuggling remains the most prevalent among the 15 illicit
economies in the region.

+0.37

7 +0.39

Source: Continental Overviews and Results, 2023

Figure 2. Criminal Market Scores in Asia.

598

Source: The 2023 Global Organized Crime Index, 26 Sept. 2023
Figure 3. Shows the Criminal Markets, Global Average for 2021 Versus 2023.

Nevertheless, modern migration and globalization enable
the street gangs to coordinate their activities with gangs

abroad and increasingly organized to assist one another across
borders in criminal activities for profit. Global gang networks
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are but a fraction of the agile stateless networks empowered
by globalization. Another category is international narcotic
smuggling syndicates whose yearly trade in illicit drugs at 500
billion is roughly 8 percent of world trade. In addition to illicit
drugs can be included ‘arms, intellectual property, people and
money...traded illegally for huge profits by international
networks. They also trade in human organs, endangered spe-
cies, stolen art and toxic waste. The illegal global trades in all
these goods share several fundamental characteristics: Tech-
nological innovations and political changes open new markets,
globalization is increasing both the geographical reach and
profit opportunities for these criminal networks, and gov-
ernments are on the losing end of the fight to stop them’ [29].

Aiding these networks is the financial flown throughout the
world. Money can be accessed anywhere and international
currencies are exchanged everywhere. While telecommuni-
cations specialists talk about the ‘death of distance’, financial
specialists talk about the ‘end of geography’ because geo-
graphical location is no longer important to finance. Evidence
of financial globalization abounds, as everyday more than 1.5
trillion dollars’ flows around the world, exceeding the volume
of trade by 60 times [30]. Part of this resources no doubt is
used in sponsoring international terrorism, religious extrem-
ism, drugs and human trafficking and armed rebellion in most
of the Global South societies, as well as corrupting the gov-
ernment by the powerful Multinational Corporations with
vested interest in the exploitation of the Global South re-
sources [31]. This has made the Global South, Africa and Asia
to be specific, theatres of war as internal wars are fought
within states by different groups who enjoy the financial
sponsorship or assistance of one international player or the
other, thereby, exposing its citizen to all forms of insecurity
with its attendant refugee crisis and irregular migration the
wars generate. Cases in point are the DR Congo crisis, the
Nigerian Civil War which was fought over oil, but was
masked as a secessionist war between 1967-1970, the Tuareq
rebellion in Niger and Mali over the exploitation of uranium,
the Civil War in Angola, Mozambique, war against terror in
Afghanistan, Iraq etc. were executed as a result of financial
flow aided by globalization.

3.3. Globalization as Catalyst for Irregular
Migration in the Global South: From
Trance to Reality

Simply put, irregular migration is an undocumented or
unauthorized migration of people that occurs outside the legal
frameworks and regulations. This includes entering and
staying in a country without proper documentation, crossing
borders illegally or exceeding the authorized stay period [32].
It is pertinent at the outset, to stress that some people use the
term illegal migration for irregular migration. Therefore, key
aspects of irregular migration include: movement outside
legal channels, lack of proper documentation, potential for
exploitation and criminality [33].
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To this end, there are a lot of humanitarian challenges ir-
regular migrants are confronted with, which include risk of
exploitation such as human trafficking and general abuse.
Health related risks such as disease transmission and death are
common. A lot of them especially women resort to prostitu-
tion in the course of the journey and after, to cater for their
needs, as their living conditions in most cases become very
poor and miserable in their new locations. On the part of men,
they resort to all manner of criminality for survival and this
include drug trafficking, armed robbery and smuggling which
can easily lead to loss of life in transit or destination countries.

Against all odds, therefore, nations of the world strive hard
to regulate and check the menace of irregular migration
through law enforcement to reduce strain on host countries
resources including healthcare, education and social services.
Also, nations are aware of the labor market distortions and the
impact of irregular migration on employment opportunities
which creates social tensions and conflicts between the mi-
grants and local populations. In the light of the above, strin-
gent measures are used by different countries which include
fencing of borders and outright removal of irregular migrants
already in host countries, and in some cases, imprisonment.

It is important to stress that irregular migrants have con-
tributed a great deal to agricultural sustainability of so many
Western countries. For instance, in Italy, the irregular mi-
grants entering into the country each year are channeled into
the agriculture sector (mainly in southern Italy), and these
thousands of irregular migrants are exploited for very low
salaries and the migrants cannot protest due to their status in
the core countries [1]. Therefore, by the end of the 20th and
the beginning of the 21st century, the presence of migrants
working in the core’s agriculture was systemic [34]. Practi-
cally, all industrialized, competitive and intensive production
agricultural sectors of the core had a relevant share of both
regular and irregular migrants working as farm workers. By
accepting low salaries and bad working conditions, migrants
maintained the core’s agricultural profitability. In fact, in
countries including but not limited to the United States,
Canada, Great Britain, Italy, Spain, Israel, South Korea, New
Zealand migrants occupy a key role in the composition of the
agricultural workforce.

According to Frontex report (2025), the number of irregular
border crossing into Europe from Global South dropped by 25%
in the first two months of 2025, to nearly 2500. While most
routes saw a decrease in the number of arrivals, the Central
Mediterranean routes defied the trend. West African routes
accounted for a significant part of the arrival in Janu-
ary-February. Central Mediterranean route saw the biggest
rise in arrival (+48% year on year). However, Western Bal-
kans experienced steepest drop (-64%) and top nationalities
detected include: Afghan, Bangladeshi and Malian [35].

Furthermore, despite the 40% decrease from 2024, the West
African corridor remained the most active route for irregular
migration with 7200 arrivals in January-February. Most mi-
grants came from Mali, Senegal and Guinea. The Central
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Mediterranean route witnessed the biggest increase in the first

two months of the year, up to 48% year on year to almost 6900.

This made it the second most active route to EU. Libya re-
mains the primary departure point on this route, with smug-
glers increasingly relying on powerful speedboats to outma-
neuver authorities. Bangladesh nationals remain the common
nationality on this route, frequently leveraging formal
agreement between Libya and Bangladesh to enter legally for
work before embarking on the sea crossing [35].

The report further stated that by the end of February, the
Eastern Mediterranean ranked the busiest migration corridor
into EU, with nearly 6500 arrivals. However, detections on
this route were down from 35% from a year ago. After peak-

ing at around 6700 detections in October 2024, the pressure
on this route has steadily eased amid winter weather, with
numbers dropping to 2750 in February. Therefore, Sea
crossings continue to put migrant’s lives at great risk, with
many relying on organized criminal networks to attempt the
journey. The International Organization for Migration IOM
estimates that 248 people died at sea in January and February
2024. In all of 2024, this figure reached 2300, underscoring
the tragic human cost of these hazardous routes. On the
channel route, the number of migrants attempting to cross into
the United Kingdom dropped by 28% compared to 2024, with
detections slightly above 4400 [35]. The table below summa-
rized the report.

Table 1. Summary of Frontex Report on Irregular Migration, 2025.

Central Mediterranean 3357 6863 48%

East Mediterranean 2749 6465 -35%
Western African 2469 7182 -40%
Western Mediterranean 1294 2087 -2%

Western Balkan 552 1400 -64%
Eastern Land Border 437 962 +6%
Exits towards the UK 1894 4409 -28%

Source: Frontex.europa.eu 2025

Therefore, it is truism that irregular migration poses a se-
rious threat to the socio-economic and political well-being of
different countries. Countries of the world most especially, the
advanced economies grapple with influx of migrants from
different parts of the world. Hence, managing borders and
preventing irregular migration is a herculean task. Law en-
forcement has become increasingly difficult in the face of
increased crimes and security concerns caused by irregular
migrants especially from Africa and Asia, who risk crossing
the Sahara Desert and the Mediterranean Sea with all the
terror and horror associated with the journey.

Be that as it may, the issue of irregular migration cannot be
analyzed in isolation; it is fallout of globalization which
promotes wealth and abundance in some regions of the world,
while others suffer deprivation, misery and reckless aban-
donment due to both internal and external factors.

3.4. Irregular Migration as Crisis of
Development in Global South

The issue is no so much that development has failed in Af-
rica, Asia and other Global South countries, but it has never
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Bangladesh, Pakistan, Syria
Afghanistan, Egypt, Sudan
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Turkiye, Afghanistan, Syria
Ukraine, Russia, Sudan

Syria, Afghanistan, Iran

really been on the agenda of the rapacious ruling and gov-
erning classes who accumulate so much wealth at the expense
of the welfare of the people [9]. Since the late 1950s and early
1960s when most of the countries gained independence, the
elites have been incapable of repositioning their countries on
the path of sustainable growth and development despite the
enormous revenue generated from the vast mineral resources,
due to greed and unquenchable thirst for primitive accumula-
tion of the collective patrimony by the selfish elites [36].
Corruption therefore, has become a cankerworm in these
societies halting development and denying the people free-
dom and descent living conditions, thereby destroying the
very fabrics of these societies [37]. The debilitating and de-
plorable conditions of these countries have triggered and
continue to encourage mass migration of people, especially
youths to Europe and America, where they see as safe havens,
to realize their potentials even without the requisite docu-
ments, compounding the already existing irregular migration
challenges. Furthermore, insecurity as a crisis of development
is another fundamental trigger that continues to encourage
mass migration. There is hardly any Global South country that
is not confronting one security challenge or the other. From
Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria, to the struggle or the
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control of mineral resources in DR Congo, Mali and Burki-
na-Faso have all generated insecurity and mass migration
from Africa. In the Middle East, war against terrorism and
conflicts among different countries such as Israel-Palestinian
war in Gaza, Lebanon, Syria have killed and displaced un-
countable number of people making their nationals to flee
across international borders for safety. For instance, as of 3"
July, 2025, over 59, 600 people have been killed in Gaza war
with all the implications on migration [38].

Aside this, Civil Wars have been raging for decades in
many of the Global South countries. For example, from Syria
to Yemen, Bangladesh to Pakistan all are battling internal
rebellion. In Africa, the continent has been reduced to a thea-
tre of wars for decades. There is a war going on right now in
Southern Cameroun between the central government and the
Ambazonian people who are struggling for independence
from the central government. This war has killed many
Cameroonians and those who are lucky enough were able to
migrate to neighboring countries and to Europe and America
[39]. The same situation can be said of Sudan, South Sudan,
Chad, Angola and many other African states which insecurity
has removed people from their countries to other parts of the
world for safety and survival.

Again, poverty and lack of opportunities are another major
development crisis in the Global South encouraging migration
of whatever kind to the core of the world’s system. Many see
migration as a viable strategy to survive the Global South eco-
nomic downturn [40]. The fact that poverty is ravaging these
societies and there is no hope in sight, the only option left is for
the young ones to embark on irregular migration despite the risk
associated with the voyage. Many believe that migration prom-
ises economic benefits as the foreign exchange rates between
most countries of the Global North and Global South is suffi-
cient incentive to migrate, as it will go a long way in liberating
the entire family from the shackles of poverty and chronic lack.
Therefore, the crisis of development that engendered irregular
migration from the Global South to the Global North are too
numerous to mention. They include but not limited to poor
leadership and governance, which promote corruption, insecu-
rity and poverty. Insurgency, mono-cultural economy, inade-
quate educational opportunities and resources, urban population,
rural stagnation, unemployment and growing inequalities which
continue to face the Global South are responsible for irregular
migration.

4. Conclusion

It is a fact that throughout the ages, migration has been part
of our lives. While it is true that humans have always migrated
for different reasons, globalization has given impetus to
modern migration. Globalization which means different thing
to different people has shrank the world, reducing the world to
a global village with unprecedented wealth in some parts of
the world, while others wallow in the vortex of poverty, mis-
ery and lack. Therefore, as desirable as global migration in the

488

age of globalization is, due to its accompanying benefits
which includes increase in the movement of labor and global
interconnectivity, same phenomenon has made the world sick
and unsafe for everyone. Diseases are wide spread, and secu-
rity is not guaranteed everywhere as terrorism and other in-
ternational organized crimes are common within the global
system. Financial flow has multiplied with migration and
globalization thereby, making criminal networks to expand.
Rebels, separatists’ groups and terrorist organizations most
especially in the Global South enjoy financial support from
different parts of the world which prolong crisis, generate
insecurity, poverty and general discontent far beyond the
states to handle. Therefore, the inability of the governments
specifically in the Global South to address these myriads of
challenges have encouraged irregular migration to the Global
North, with all its attendant consequences.

Therefore, to maximize the gains of modern migration and
globalization, there is a need for a global response to the
challenges brought forth by these phenomena. Effective bor-
der management must be given its pride of place by the gov-
ernments to check the movement of criminals such as terror-
ists, illicit arm and drug traders, and migrant smuggling
crossing international borders. These criminals have devised
so many methods to evade law enforcement agencies and
have really made the world unsafe for all. Stringent measures
including death penalties should be enforced by governments
as a way of curtailing international organized crimes like
terrorism, illicit arm and drug trade, organ harvests etc. Also,
countries of the world must be ready to screen all migrants
arriving their countries and those infected by one public
health challenge or the other should be quarantined and be
treated if possible, in order to halt the spread of disease.

Again, governments, most especially in the Global South
countries must rise up to the occasion in meeting the yearn-
ings and aspirations of the people. By so doing, the menace of
irregular migration will reduce drastically. A lot of people
embark on irregular migration in the Global South due to lack
of hope and opportunities in their countries. Governments
must create opportunities and enabling environment for the
youths to thrive in business. Also, justice should be upheld in
the distribution of resources which is always skewed in favor
of the elites, at the expense of the vast majority of the popu-
lation.

Above all, peace must be pursued at all cost. Wars, violent
conflicts, terrorism and insurgency have uprooted many peo-
ple from their ancestral homelands to different locations of the
world reducing them to wanderers and easy tool for crimi-
nality. The United Nations must uphold its mandate of pro-
moting international peace and security and continue to en-
courage dialogues and negotiations locally and internation-
ally.
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