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Abstract

This study aims to redefine the ideological spectrum of Bangladesh’s political landscape by examining how the ideological
positions of political parties have changed over time. It emphasizes the importance of clear ideological orientation for the
creation, development, and long-term survival of political parties in Bangladesh. Drawing on Bangladesh’s political history, the
study argues that political party formation has predominantly been regime or uprising centric. In addition, the study shows that
party formation has largely been reactive and event driven. While several parties have adopted populist rhetoric in recent years
to appeal to voters, only those with consistent and well-defined ideological foundations have been able to maintain public support
and achieve sustained electoral success. In contrast, parties that lack a clear ideological identity have struggled to remain relevant
and have often failed to build long-term political momentum. To examine contemporary perceptions of ideology in party
formation, the study uses a mixed-method research approach. A convenience-based online survey involving 94 respondents was
conducted to explore public attitudes toward left- and right-leaning political ideologies in Bangladesh. The findings suggest that
ideological clarity plays a crucial role in strengthening public support for political parties, regardless of whether they are
positioned on the left or the right of the ideological spectrum. However, the results also indicate a notable difference between the
two spectrums. Right-wing political parties are perceived by respondents as having greater prospects for success and being more
effective in the current political context of Bangladesh compared to left-wing parties. In addition, the study highlights the need
for political parties in Bangladesh to move beyond short-term populism and regime-based formation. It concludes that clearly
defined ideological positioning is essential for building sustainable political parties and strengthening democratic political
competition in Bangladesh.
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1. Introduction

The question of how to (re)define the political left and right ~ now focus more on gaining quick political benefits than on fol-
in Bangladesh has become increasingly important in under- lowing a clear set of ideologies. From the Bangladesh Awami
standing today’s party politics. The old divide between the po- League to many others, most parties in the country have been
litical left and right has faded over the last decades, as parties ~ formed either with the help of the ruling government or after a
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major uprising, often supported by those in power at the time.
In the past, especially after political parties started taking shape
in the 20th century, parties in Bangladesh usually tried to follow
either left-leaning or right-leaning ideologies. But in the 21
century, ideology seems to matter far less. Following the upris-
ing in July 2024, about 143 political parties applied for registra-
tion with the Election Commission. Out of these, only 22 passed
the first stage of qualification, and the Election Commission is
now doing field-level investigations before the 13th National
Election [17]. One of the parties is the National Citizen Party
(NCP), formed by students who led the mass protests against
the Awami League government. However, most of these parties,
including the NCP, are not paying much attention to setting a
clear ideological position.

Following the Liberation War against Pakistan in 1971, the
country first adopted a left-leaning ideology led by the Awami
League (AL), which promoted socialism, secularism, democ-
racy and Bengali nationalism as guaranteed by the 1972 Con-
stitution. Right-leaning ideas associated with religious conserv-
atism were marginalized by the predominance of left-leaning
politics which mirrored the independence war’s spirit of social
justice and anti-imperialism. To strategically fill the right-lean-
ing void with a political platform of Bangladeshi nationalism
and Islamic values, Ziaur Rahman founded the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) in September 1978 after Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was assassinated in 1975 [22]. Since then, there has
been a clear ideological divide in Bangladesh politics, with the
AL and BNP leading the left and right wing politics, respec-
tively. Particularly since the democratic restoration in 1990, this
dichotomy has dominated electoral politics which frequently
marginalized smaller parties that are unable to specify their ide-
ological position [51]. The July Uprising of 2024, which over-
threw the AL regime after 16 years in power, has sparked new
discussion on political parties and brought attention to how im-
portant the ideological spectrum is to their establishment and
continued existence in this divisive environment.

This study seeks to address three specific research questions
related to the interplay between ideological spectrums and the
formation of political parties in Bangladesh. First, what are
the prevailing trends and strategic approaches in the formation
of political parties in Bangladesh? Second, how does identify-
ing and determining an ideological vacuum contribute to the
establishment of a political party and to sustain it? Finally, in
the immediate wake of the July Uprising, how can the political
‘left’ and ‘right’ be (re)defined?

This study argues that the formation of political parties in
Bangladesh has predominantly been regime centric or upris-
ing driven. It also argues that the formation and sustainability
or the desire to form the government of political parties in
Bangladesh hinge on their ability to determine and lead a clear
ideological spectrum. According to historical evidence, par-
ties with clear and declared ideologies performed better in
Bangladesh than those with unclear or confused ideologies
[29]. The July Uprising of 2024, if considered, ending the
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AL’s dominance, has created ideological vacuums: a frag-
mented left seeking renewal and a right open to redefinition as
the BNP reevaluates alliances like Jamaat-e-Islami. This study
posits that a party must exploit these gaps, learning from
movements like Shahbagh (left) and Shapla Chattar (right),
which succeeded through ideological clarity [30].

The article is structured in several sections. It starts with a
literature review. A conceptual understanding on political ide-
ological spectrum and party formation has provided a theoret-
ical foundation. Later, the article shows how the political par-
ties in Bangladesh have been predominantly regime or upris-
ing centric. Then, a historical analysis of political party for-
mation has been conducted from 1971 to 2024. After that, the
methodology of the article has been described. Then, data
presentation section describes a correlation analysis of survey
data which show how ideological positioning is linked with
the formation of political parties. The findings are synthesized
in a discussion section. The last section provides a conclusion
for the article.

2. Political Ideological Spectrum and
Political Party Formation

The ideological spectrum is a way to understand different
political beliefs, usually shown as a line from left to right. It
also includes ideas like progressive versus conservative. This
spectrum helps explain how political parties are formed, how
they compete, and how they stay in power. In 1967, Lipset and
Rokkan explained that political parties often grow out of deep
social divisions, called ‘cleavages’ such as, differences be-
tween rich and poor, religious and secular groups, or people
from the center versus the outskirts of a country [31]. These
divisions helped shape the left-right divide: left-wing parties,
like socialists, supported equality for the working class, while
right-wing parties, like conservatives, focused on tradition and
religion. Centrist parties tried to find a middle ground between
these two sides.

On the other hand, populism cannot be neatly placed on the
traditional left-right-center spectrum because it is more a po-
litical style than a fixed ideology which is centered on appeal-
ing directly to ‘the people’ against ‘the elite’ [28]. Left-wing
populism emphasizes economic equality and social welfare
and criticizes corporate elites, while right-wing populism fo-
cuses on nationalism, religious identity, and anti-immigration
policies which portrays elites as betraying the true people.
Some populist movements claim to be centrist or above tradi-
tional politics by adopting pragmatic agendas. Essentially,
populism can appear anywhere on the spectrum (Figure 1),
and its exact position depends on the policies and values it
promotes rather than on the populist style itself.
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Figure 1. Political ideological spectrum.

Moving into the 1990s, Kitschelt (1995) argued that in post-
industrial societies, old cleavages became less important, and
new ones emerged. People began to care more about social
liberties, the environment, and cultural issues. This led to the
creation of new parties like green parties (supporting environ-
mental causes) and populist parties (challenging elites and in-
stitutions). This showed that the ideological spectrum was not
fixed but could evolve with social and economic changes [27].
Dalton and Wattenberg noted that even though the left-right
divide still existed, parties often became more pragmatic,
adapting to what voters wanted rather than sticking strictly to
ideology [18]. This made party positions blur over time.
Mudde added that radical right-wing parties, which mix na-
tionalism and anti-elite ideas, were becoming more popular
[35]. These parties did not always fit neatly into traditional
ideologies.

The link between ideology and party formation has been
brought under consideration by Hanson (2010). In any stable
democracy, parties cannot entirely abandon ideological com-
mitments because these positions give meaning to party labels
and credibility to electoral promises. Without this, campaigns
risk becoming hollow performances in which elites take posi-
tions they never intend to defend, eroding voter trust and par-
ticipation. While political expediency can lead parties to mod-
ify or soften positions, Hanson argues that there are always
practical limits to ideological flexibility if parties wish to re-
main legitimate actors in competitive politics [21].

Research like Norris’s Global Party Survey shows that sim-
ilar types of parties, such as, social democratic or Christian
democratic parties exist in many countries and share common
values [39]. However, some parties care more about winning
than about sticking to clear beliefs. This difference between
acting on interests (what helps them win) and acting on prin-
ciples (what they truly believe) was first noted by Tocqueville
in 1835 [54].

Joshi’s (2023) ‘one-dimension, multiple domains’ ap-
proach refines this understanding by proposing that the left-
right divide is not only about equality but about the diffusion
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or concentration of power across economic, foreign, and so-
cial policy domains [26]. In this view, the left seeks to de-con-
centrate power and broaden inclusion, while the right favours
concentrated authority and hierarchical control though these
tendencies can vary by domain. This multi-domain lens is par-
ticularly useful for analysing Bangladesh, where parties may
be left-leaning in economic policy but right-leaning in cultural
or religious issues, or vice versa.

Ostrowski (2023) further expands the framework by high-
lighting that the political spectrum is not a binary but a three-
pole structure, left, centre, and right, each with its own logic
and values [40]. The centre, in particular, is not merely a mid-
point but a distinct ideological position characterized by re-
formism, institutionalism, and incremental change. His ‘ideo-
logical morphology’ approach helps explain how ideas evolve,
labels shift meaning over time, and new political movements
emerge by recombining ideological elements in innovative
ways.

Table 1 illustrates how the ideological spectrum in Bangla-
desh can be understood across various social domains, with
distinct tendencies on the left, Centre, and right, and the over-
arching influence of populism. Politically, the left is charac-
terized by mass mobilisation, secular nationalism, and trans-
formative visions, the centre by coalition-building and reform-
ist approaches, and the right by religious nationalism and the
restoration of traditional identities, while populism cuts across
all sides through anti-elite rhetoric, appeals to ‘the people,’
and emotionally charged mass campaigns. Economically, the
left focuses on state-led development and redistribution, the
centre on balanced public-private partnerships, and the right
on market liberalisation, with populists promising subsidies,
job creation, and blaming rivals for economic hardship. Le-
gally, the left emphasises constitutional secularism and rights-
based reforms, the centre gradual legal change, and the right
Sharia-influenced legalism and rollback of secular provisions,
while populists frame reforms as moral victories for ordinary
citizens.

In the Table 2, we can see three more domains to analyze
the political spectrum in Bangladesh. In religious matters, the
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left promotes secularism and cultural inclusivity, the centre re-
ligious tolerance with pragmatic accommodation, and the
right political religion and conservative alliances, while pop-
ulists invoke faith-based unity and frame opponents as ene-
mies of tradition. Culturally, the left supports progressive arts,
national heritage, and gender equality, the centre blends tradi-
tion with modern influence, and the right focuses on cultural

revivalism and resistance to external influences, with popu-
lists mobilising through cultural icons, war heroes, and reli-
gious symbols. In education, the left pushes for inclusive cur-
ricula and scientific advancement, the centre balances general
and religious instruction, and the right prioritises religious-
based learning and moral instruction, while populists promise
free education and portray reforms as restoring “true” national
values.

Table 1. Examples of Left, Centre, Right and Populists Concepts in Bangladesh Politics and Society.

Right Populism

Anti-elite rhetoric, voice of
the people campaigns,
emotional appeals in mass
rallies.

Religious nationalism,
restoration of ‘Bangladeshi
nationalism.

s

Promises of subsidies, job
creation pledges, blaming ri-
vals for economic hardship.

Market liberalization

Sharia-influenced legalism,
rollback of secular constitu-
tional provisions.

Framing law reforms as
moral victories for ordinary
citizens.

Table 2. Examples of Left, Centre, Right and Populists Concepts in Bangladesh Politics and Society.

Domain Left Centre
Liberation War | m . -
be_ E.‘t on Yvar legacy, mass Coalition-building,
L. mobilization, secular nationalism, .
Political electoral compromise,
pro-democracy movements, .
- reformist agendas.
utopia.
_ Public-private partner-
Eco- State-led development, redistribu- Ie-p pa .
. . . . ships, balanced liberali-
nomic tion, public sector dominance. :
zation.
Constitutional secularism, human .
. R Rule of law, incremental
Legal rights legislation, judicial reforms
- legal reforms.
for equality.
Domain Left Centre
L Secularism and cultural Religious tolerance with
Religious . L - -
inclusivity. pragmatic accommodation.
Progressn{e ar?s, prpmotlon Preservation of traditions
of Bengali nationalism, . . .
Cultural o . while allowing modern influ-
gender equality in public
; ence.
life.
Curriculum reform for in- National standardization with
Educa- L . . .
tional clusivity, science and tech-  balance in general and reli-

nology promotion. gious curriculum.

3. Formation of Political Parties in
Bangladesh: Regime Centric or
Uprising Driven

The political history of Bangladesh shows that party for-
mation has often been shaped by either regime-centric engi-

neering or popular uprising. In many cases, ruling regimes
have actively created or sponsored political parties to consol-
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Right Populism
Political Islam, protection of
majority Muslim identity,
alliance with conservative
clerics.

Invoking faith-based
unity, framing opponents
as enemies of religion or
tradition.

Cultural revivalism, Islamic
heritage promotion, resistance
to Western influence.

Using cultural icons, war
heroes, or religious sym-
bols to mobilize support.

Emphasis on madrasa educa-
tion, rote learning, moral-reli-
gious inclusion in general edu-
cation.

Free education pledges,
framing reforms as restor-
ing true national values.

idate power, co-opt opposition, or fragment emerging chal-
lenges. The roots of the Awami League’s (the oldest political
party of Bangladesh) eventual formation can be traced back to
1906, when the All-India Muslim League was founded in
Dhaka [14]. This party emerged to represent the political in-
terests of Muslims with direct support from British rule to con-
front National Congress as a part of their ‘divide and rule’ pol-
icy. When the partition of India came in 1947, East Bengal
became East Pakistan under the new dominion of Pakistan
[33]. The Muslim League took control of the central govern-
ment, dominated by leaders from West Pakistan. However, in
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these early years, the regime also faced the challenge of grow-
ing discontent in the East. Instead of allowing opposition to
consolidate into one unified, radical movement, the West Pa-
kistani ruling elite tolerated and, in some cases, encouraged
the creation of smaller, more controllable opposition groups.
This political strategy of ‘managed pluralism’ was aimed at
channeling Bengali dissatisfaction into factions that would not
threaten the overall dominance of the central government.

The Awami League’s origins in 1949 must be seen in this
context. It began as the East Pakistan Awami Muslim League,
formed at a meeting at the Rose Garden in Dhaka. Emerging
in the political context of post-partition Pakistan, it initially
sought to represent the interests of Bengalis in East Pakistan
who felt politically, economically, and culturally marginalised
by the West Pakistani ruling elite. The party played a central
role in championing the Bengali language movement, oppos-
ing discriminatory policies, and advocating for regional au-
tonomy [25]. Over time, it evolved from a religion-based party
to a secular nationalist organisation, dropping ‘Muslim’ from
its name in 1955 to embrace a broader, more inclusive politi-
cal identity. Its leadership under figures like Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy and later Sheikh Mujibur Rahman shaped it into
a powerful mass movement that eventually led the struggle for
Bangladesh’s independence in 1971.

However, the birth of the Awami League can be seen as
partly regime-supported. The party’s formation was facilitated
by political undercurrents within Pakistan that sought to create
controlled opposition to the dominant Muslim League. After
the decline of the Muslim League’s credibility due to govern-
ance failures and unpopular policies, the ruling establishment
in Karachi tacitly allowed alternative political groupings in
East Pakistan as a way to manage dissent rather than com-
pletely suppress it. Many of the founding leaders of the
Awami League, such as Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhashani and Shamsul Hug, were initially part of the Muslim
League but broke away with encouragement from certain po-
litical actors who saw benefit in splintering the Bengali na-
tionalist movement into more manageable factions. In its ear-
liest years, this indirect regime tolerance provided the Awami
League with space to organise publicly, hold rallies, and mo-
bilise without facing the level of suppression that would come
later when its demands became more radical.

In addition, the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), for in-
stance, was founded in 1978 under the leadership of then-Pres-
ident Ziaur Rahman. Although Zia sought to portray the BNP
as a broad-based nationalist platform, its creation was directly
tied to the consolidation of his military-backed regime. The
party brought together politicians from diverse backgrounds,
including Islamic parties, and anti-liberation war forces, with
the aim of legitimising Zia’s rule through electoral politics.
Similarly, the Jatiya Party emerged in the 1980s as the politi-
cal arm of military ruler Hussain Muhammad Ershad. Like the
BNP before it, the Jatiya Party was a regime instrument de-
signed to civilianize military authority and to create a loyal
political base.
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Other example can include the National Citizen Party (NCP)
which was launched on 28 February 2025, is an example of an
uprising-centric and regime supported political party in Bang-
ladesh, born directly out of the student-led July 2024 move-
ment. Emerging from the ‘Students Against Discrimination’
network and the Jatiya Nagorik Committee, the NCP frames
itself as the political embodiment of the uprising’s democratic
and anti-authoritarian aspirations by rejecting the influence of
old power structures.

Overall, the pattern indicates that political parties in Bang-
ladesh typically emerge either with direct or indirect backing
from ruling regimes or because of popular uprisings which of-
ten serves strategic purposes. Parties formed under regime
support benefit from rapid organizational growth and access
to state resources, but they struggle to maintain status quo
once their founding regime loses power. This raises the ques-
tion: how can these parties survive without regime support?
The answer lies in building a strong and enduring ideological
foundation which we can understand by analyzing historical
narratives of political parties and their ideologies.

3.1. 1971 Liberation War and the Ideology
Politics in Bangladesh

The 1971 Liberation War of Bangladesh was a major turn-
ing point in the country’s history which leads to independence
from Pakistan [50]. The war was driven by long-standing is-
sues like economic inequality, language discrimination, and
political exclusion. While it was a nationalist movement, it
was also deeply influenced by leftist ideas such as socialism
and secularism. Many leftist groups actively took leadership
in the fight for freedom, and the way the war was presented
both within the country and internationally reflected these val-
ues [10]. Support from countries aligned with socialist ideals
further showed the global impact of left leaning politics on the
Bengali cause.

The 1971 war has its roots in the 1947 partition of British
India, which created Pakistan as a divided state with East and
West wings separated by thousands of kilometers and deep
differences in language, culture, and economic priorities. East
Pakistan, where most people spoke Bengali, was consistently
marginalized by the West Pakistani ruling elite, who held most
of the political power and controlled national resources. Ac-
cording to Jahan (1972), economic inequality grew as the
West received most of the industrial investment, while the
East’s main export, jute, was heavily exploited. By the 1960s,
East Pakistan generated more than 60% of the country’s ex-
port income but got less than 30% of its development budget
[24]. This economic unfairness, along with the 1948 decision
to make Urdu the only national language, sparked protests and
resistance in the East. The 1952 Language Movement, as de-
scribed by Badruddin Umar (1974), became a key moment in
the growing demand for cultural and political rights [55].

Political exclusion made the situation even worse. The
Awami League (AL), originally formed in 1949 as the Awami
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Muslim League, became the main voice for the Bengali people
and called for greater autonomy through its Six-Point Program
in 1966. This program called for a federal system, fair eco-
nomic treatment, and local control over resources, ideas that
reflected leftist opposition to centralized and exploitative sys-
tems. In the 1970 general election, the AL won a huge major-
ity in East Pakistan, but the ruling military junta refused to
hand over power which eventually created a major crisis [3].
The breaking point came on March 25, 1971, when the Paki-
stan Army launched Operation Searchlight, a violent crack-
down targeting Bengali intellectuals, students, and political
leaders. This brutal attack triggered the full-scale Liberation
War.

Left leaning ideology played a strong role in shaping the
1971 Liberation War. It influenced both its message and how
people were mobilized. Under Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s
leadership, the Awami League presented the war as a struggle
against injustice and inequality, which aligned with socialist
values even though the party also appealed to broader nation-
alist sentiments. The AL’s early move away from a Muslim-
centered identity to a more inclusive, secular position by 1953
showed its rejection of Pakistan’s religious-based politics. It
is also an approach supported by leftist groups [49]. The Six-
Point Program emphasized economic fairness and regional
control which reflected socialist demands for redistribution
and justice. These ideas attracted support from peasants,
workers, and ordinary people who believed that independence
could bring about social and economic equality.

Leftist parties, such as the Communist Party of Bangladesh
(CPB) and various Maoist splinter factions, further strength-
ened the left-wing influence during the 1971 Liberation War.
These parties saw the war as a chance to overthrow the exist-
ing system, drawing inspiration from anti-colonial struggles
in countries like Vietnam and Algeria. Although the CPB ini-
tially had differences with the Awami League, it eventually
joined the Mukti Bahini and helped form guerrilla units that
combined class struggle with the goal of national liberation
[32]. Influential leaders like Maulana Bhashani, known for his
strong socialist views, rallied rural communities by promoting
the idea of a ‘people’s war,” blending Marxist ideas with Ben-
gali nationalism [4]. Together, moderate leaders from the AL
and more radical leftists created the image of a united left-
leaning movement leading the fight for Bangladesh’s inde-
pendence.

The global Cold war context added to the left-wing nature
of the 1971 Liberation War. Pakistan was closely aligned with
the United States, which provided weapons later used in the
brutal military crackdown making the Bengali struggle appear
as an anti-imperialist fight [11]. On the other hand, the Soviet
Union supported the Bengali cause, both diplomatically and
militarily, especially by backing India’s intervention in De-

cember 1971, which played a major role in ending the war [36].

This rivalry between the superpowers made Bangladesh’s in-
dependence look like a win for the socialist bloc. Leftist think-
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ers like Badruddin Umar (1974) described the war as a rejec-
tion of both capitalist exploitation and religious extremism
[55]. This narrative was further supported by the secular na-
ture of the resistance, which excluded religious militias from
official participation.

By December 16, 1971, when Pakistan officially surren-
dered to the joint forces of the Mukti Bahini and Indian mili-
tary, the outcome of the war seemed to confirm the rise of left-
wing influence [56]. Bangladesh’s independence broke down
the oppressive and exploitative systems imposed by Pakistan
by aligning with socialist ideals of economic fairness and so-
cial justice. The Awami League took charge of building a new
nation based on principles of secularism and equality. The cul-
tural memory of the war expressed through revolutionary
songs, poems, and literature celebrated a forward-looking
Bengali identity, free from both colonial domination and feu-
dal traditions. This can be described as a symbolic victory for
leftist politics. With independence, Bangladesh appeared to
embrace secularism and social justice [47].

3.2. Emergence of Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) to Fill the Right-wing Vacuum

The independence of Bangladesh in 1971 created a favora-
ble environment for left-wing politics. In the early years after
independence, left-leaning parties, including the Awami
League (AL) and Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD), held strong
political control, pushing right-wing voices to the margins in
a climate where secular ideas were dominant. However, the
assassination of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in 1975 marked a
turning point, disrupting the political order and allowing new
ideologies to rise. In this context, Major General Ziaur Rah-
man took power and founded the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) in 1978, aiming to establish a right-wing alternative to
the AL [22]. He positioned the BNP as a party rooted in Bang-
ladeshi nationalism, economic liberalism, and Islamic values.
This essay explores how the BNP filled the right-wing gap in
post-independence Bangladesh and how it evolved under
Ziaur Rahman to become one of the country’s major political
forces.

The AL’s early policies like nationalizing major industries
and banning religion-based political parties strengthened the
secular and socialist dominance. Alongside the AL, other left-
ist parties such as the Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB)
and the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) pushed for more radical
changes, even though they had limited success in elections. In
contrast, right-wing politics was largely absent in the early
years of independent Bangladesh. The strong anti-Pakistan
sentiment following the war discredited Islamist and con-
servative groups, especially Jamaat-e-Islami, which had sup-
ported the Pakistani military during the conflict. As a result,
religious and pro-market ideologies were pushed to the mar-
gins, and there was no organized right-wing force in the polit-
ical landscape [48]. This left-leaning dominance was further
solidified in 1975 when Sheikh Mujibur Rahman introduced
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BAKSAL, a one-party socialist system under the Bangladesh
Krishak Sramik Awami League [2].

The assassination of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on August 15,
1975, by a group of army officers marked a turning point in
Bangladesh’s politics which brought an abrupt end to the
Awami League’s dominance and the left-wing vision [53].
The coup was fueled by growing dissatisfaction with eco-
nomic stagnation, corruption, and the increasingly authoritar-
ian nature of Mujib’s rule. In the aftermath, Bangladesh en-
tered a period of political instability with multiple military
takeovers, eventually leading to Major General Ziaur Rah-
man’s rise to power by November 1975. Zia, a respected war
hero, presented himself as a stabilizing leader during a time of
chaos. However, with the fall of the AL and suppression of
leftist groups under military rule, the political landscape was
left ideologically fragmented. No organized right-wing force
had yet emerged which created a vacuum that Zia skillfully
used to reshape the country’s political direction and lay the
groundwork for right-wing politics in Bangladesh.

On September 1, 1978, Ziaur Rahman founded the Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party (BNP) to fill the political and ideologi-
cal gap left by the fall of the Awami League (AL) and to chal-
lenge its leftist legacy. In contrast to the AL’s Bengali nation-
alism, which focused on language and culture, Zia introduced
‘Bangladeshi nationalism’, a more state-centered ideology
that emphasized territorial unity and Islamic values [20]. This
marked a clear turn to the right, aiming to reconnect with con-
servative and religious groups that had been pushed aside
since independence. Drawing on his military background, Zia
adopted a practical approach that combined strong national
identity with market-oriented economic reforms, responding
to the failures of Mujib’s socialist model, including the ineffi-
ciencies of state-run industries. His 1977 constitutional
amendment replacing ‘secularism’ with ‘absolute trust and
faith in Almighty Allah’ was a bold step away from the AL’s
secular-left ideals and helped legitimize a new, right-leaning
political force in Bangladesh [1].

The BNP started civilianization process with a clear strat-
egy to build a broad support base by attracting unhappy former
Awami League members, military leaders, and conservative
voters from rural areas. Ziaur Rahman also brought Islamist
groups like Jamaat-e-Islami back into politics by lifting their
ban and forming alliances to strengthen the right-wing coali-
tion though they were marginalized since independence as
they were not supporting the liberation war against Pakistan.
His 19-point program, introduced in 1977, focused on self-re-
liance, privatization, and developing rural areas, which stood
in contrast to the AL’s focus on state control and appealed es-
pecially to a growing middle class (Tayeb, 1978). By moving
the country back to civilian rule and winning the 1979 elec-
tions, Zia firmly established the BNP as a strong political
party which became the main opponent to the AL and the lead-
ing voice of right-wing politics in Bangladesh.

The BNP’s lasting strength as the main right-wing party
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came from its ability to adapt and build strong institutions. Af-
ter Ziaur Rahman was assassinated in 1981, his widow
Khaleda Zia took over the party leadership in 1984, continuing
his political vision while managing Bangladesh’s unstable po-
litical environment. The BNP used widespread dissatisfaction
with the Awami League to grow its support, especially during
the military rule of H. M. Ershad from 1982 to 1990. During
this time, the BNP worked with the AL in pro-democracy
movements but kept its own clear right-wing identity. When
the BNP won the 1991 election with Khaleda Zia as prime
minister, it firmly established itself as a major political force
and helped create a two-party system in Bangladesh where
right-wing politics had a permanent place.

The BNP kept its right-wing support strong by combining
nationalism with Islamic ideas, which helped it connect with
conservative voters while clearly setting itself apart from the
Awami League’s secular approach [46]. Its coalition with Ja-
maat-e-Islami giving the party a clear and consistent ideology.
It can be argued that BNP’s lasting success comes from how
well it filled the political gap after 1975, providing a united
right-wing option amid a divided left and a weakened Awami
League. By the late 1990s, the BNP had firmly established it-
self as the main leader of Bangladesh’s right-wing politics and
kept this position for many years after.

3.3. Ershad’s Regime and Messy Political
Ideology

Following the assassination of President Ziaur Rahman on
May 30, 1981, Bangladesh entered a phase of political insta-
bility which facilitated a bloodless coup taken by General
Hussain Muhammad Ershad on March 24, 1982 [23]. During
this time, the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) started to
lead the right-wing ideological spectrum in politics under
Ziaur Rahman. Ershad followed a similar strategy to legiti-
mate his rule. Ershad formed the Jatiya Party (JP) in 1986,
hoping to build a political force separate from the Awami
League’s (AL) secular-left ideology and the BNP’s right-wing
nationalism. However, the JP lacked a clear and consistent
ideology unlike AL and BNP. Its political identity was con-
fusing and poorly defined, and instead of building strong
grassroots support, it relied heavily on the power of the mili-
tary. At one point of his power, he also tried to lead the right-
wing politics, but he was not enough successful to do this.
This lack of ideological clarity and overdependence on mili-
tary backing weakened the party, making it difficult for the JP
to survive in the long run, especially after Ershad’s fall from
power in 1990.

Ziaur Rahman’s assassination left the BNP in disarray,
though his widow Khaleda Zia would later bring the party
back to life. In the meantime, Vice President Abdus Sattar
briefly became president but was soon overthrown by General
Hussain Muhammad Ershad in a military coup, as Bangladesh
faced economic hardship and political instability [6]. Ershad
suspended the Constitution, imposed martial law, and ruled as
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a military dictator until 1986, when he sought legitimacy by
forming the Jatiya Party (JP) and transitioning to civilian rule.
The JP was meant to serve as a political platform for Ershad’s
continued authority and to challenge the two major forces of
the time: the Awami League’s secular-leftist traditions and the
BNP’s nationalist-conservative stance [44]. However, Ershad
struggled to carve out a distinct ideological space, as the po-
litical spectrum was already deeply polarized, leaving little
room for the JP to develop a unique and sustainable identity.

The Jatiya Party’s formation under Ershad was obsessed
more by a desire for political legitimacy than by a clear ideo-
logical vision. While Ershad attempted to follow Ziaur Rah-
man’s model of turning military rule into civilian leadership,
the JP could not do it properly. Instead, the party borrowed
selectively from various sources retaining Zia’s ‘Bangladeshi
nationalism’ and using Islamic rhetoric, such as the 1988 con-
stitutional amendment making ‘Islam’ the state religion. In ad-
dition, Ershad promoted rural development and economic
modernization in ways that resembled the Awami League’s
state-led approach. However, he did not fully adopt socialism
as well. This mix of nationalism, Islamism, and development
goals created a jumbled ideological platform that struggled to
connect with a public used to clearer political identities.

The Jatiya Party’s ideological confusion arose from Er-
shad’s effort to attract all political factions without clearly
aligning with any one ideology. The JP functioned as a ‘cen-
trist catch-all party,” mixing right-wing Islamic imagery with
left-leaning social welfare rhetoric but lacking real commit-
ment to either. Ershad’s 18-point program, introduced in 1982,
emphasized decentralization and agricultural development,
echoing Zia’s earlier 19-point agenda [43]. However, it
steered clear of the BNP’s focus on free-market reforms and
the AL’s secular, egalitarian ideals. His regime’s push for Is-
lamization, such as lifting bans on parties like Jamaat-e-Islami
resembled BNP strategies but was widely seen as politically
opportunistic rather than grounded in belief, ultimately alien-
ating both secular voters and religious conservatives.

Ershad’s Jatiya Party struggled with ideological clarity
largely because it relied on patronage rather than principles.
This clientelist strategy turned the party into a vehicle for
holding onto power rather than promoting any coherent polit-
ical ideology. Ershad’s frequent policy shifts alternating be-
tween support for privatization and state-led development
added to the confusion and made the JP’s position hard to de-
fine, especially when compared to the AL’s consistent left-
leaning position or the BNP’s firm nationalism. Unlike Ziaur
Rahman, who secured the BNP with a unifying right-wing
narrative and war-hero legacy, Ershad failed to offer a com-
pelling ideological foundation to position the JP.

However, the Jatiya Party (JP) under Ershad managed to
hold onto power for a time by using controlled election mech-
anisms. Ershad organized elections in 1986 and 1988, which
he won through widespread vote-rigging and amid boycotts
by the AL and BNP [45]. These electoral victories gave his
regime a facade of legitimacy, even though the process was
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widely discredited. The JP grew by attracting opportunists and
defectors from other parties, but this only reinforced its image
as a party driven by power, not principles. While Ershad’s per-
sonal charm and promises of order appealed to a population,
this support was largely superficial and depended more on his
tight control than on any real ideological connection with the
people.

Ershad’s regime collapsed in December 1990 following
massive pro-democracy protests led by the students and polit-
ical parties which marked the end of Ershad’s nine-year au-
thoritarian rule. The movement was fueled by economic hard-
ship and widespread demands for democratic governance,
non-cooperation by the civil bureaucratic elite and it unified
opposition forces against Ershad’s authoritarianism. The JP,
lacking an ideologically committed base, failed to defend his
regime meaningfully. In the 1991 election, the JP managed to
win only 35 seats, compared to the BNP’s 140 and the AL’s
88 (Hossain, 2009). Its post-1990 survival strategy relied on
forming opportunistic alliances with either the AL or BNP.

3.4. Democratic Journey and Formation of
Different Political Parties Since 1990s

The fall of General Hussain Muhammad Ershad’s military
rule in December 1990 was a major turning point for Bangla-
desh which brought back democracy, civilian government,
and multiparty elections [7]. The mass protests led by the stu-
dents, Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and the Awami
League (AL) helped remove Ershad and created a more com-
petitive political environment. Since then, many smaller polit-
ical parties have tried to challenge the dominance of the BNP
and AL, but most have failed because they lacked clear ideas
or strong beliefs to attract voters. In contrast, the BNP and AL
have stayed powerful because they have clear and distinct ide-
ologies that connect with large groups of people [8]. The care-
taker government system helped make elections fairer and
more trustworthy until it was removed in 2011 [52].

The democratic system established in the 1990s encouraged
more political parties to form, as many tried to take advantage
of people’s frustration with the strong hold of the Awami
League (AL) and Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP). How-
ever, the political scene was sharply divided between the AL’s
left-leaning secularism and the BNP’s right-leaning national-
ism which left little space for new parties to create their own
identity.

For example, the Bangladesh Islami Front (BIF), formed in
the early 1990s to represent Islamist views, could not stand
out because it was very similar to Jamaat-e-Islami, a more es-
tablished religious party allied with the BNP. Another exam-
ple is the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), created in 2006 by
former BNP leader Oli Ahmad, which aimed to offer a mid-
dle-ground option combining liberal and nationalist ideas.
However, it’s unclear position, not fully secular like the AL
nor fully conservative like the BNP made it hard to attract
many voters, and it won only a few seats.
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The Gano Forum, started in 1993 by Kamal Hossain, who
was once a key member of the Awami League (AL), aimed to
promote progressive and democratic ideas but did not have a
clear enough ideology to stand out from the AL’s secularism.
Similarly, Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh (BDB), founded in 2004
by A. Q. M. Badruddoza Rahman, a former BNP leader, tried
to offer a ‘third way’ or ‘Plan-B’ between parties but struggled
because it’s unclear mix of practical politics and nationalism
resembled the BNP without its clear conservative identity.

The failure of smaller political parties in Bangladesh is
mainly due to their unclear ideologies and inability to connect
with a politically divided population. The dominance of the
AL and BNP is also rooted in structural advantages. Both par-
ties maintain strong loyalty through extensive patronage net-
works, control of state resources when in power, and powerful
narratives connected to Bangladesh’s founding history.
Smaller parties, lacking this deep historical connection and
broad organizational reach, struggle to compete in Bangla-
desh’s winner-takes-all political system. Even during setbacks
like military interventions in 2007-2008, the AL and BNP
were able to recover because their clear ideological identities
kept them relevant and influential [34].

3.5. A Clear Ideological Clash: Shahbagh and
Shapla Chattar Movement

The Shahbagh and Shapla Chattar movements of 2013
show a deep ideological divide in Bangladesh which reflects
the country’s long-standing split between left-wing secular-
ism and right-wing religious nationalism. These two major
movements happened within a short time of each other and
clearly represented two sides of the ideological spectrum [41].
The Shahbagh movement, led mostly by young people, called
for justice for the war crimes committed in 1971 [19]. It
brought together secular and left-leaning groups and was sup-
ported by the ruling Awami League (AL), which has roots in
leftist politics. In response, the Shapla Chattar movement was
organized by Hefazat-e-Islam, a conservative Islamist group.
It gathered right-wing religious forces and had the support
from the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP). These two
movements introduced clear ideological clashes into the polit-
ical arena.

The Shahbagh movement began on February 5, 2013,
sparked by public outrage over what many saw as a too-lenient
sentence for Abdul Quader Mollah, a Jamaat-e-Islami leader
convicted of committing war crimes during the 1971 Libera-
tion War [37]. The protest took place in Shahbagh Square in
Dhaka and was led mainly by students and bloggers. They de-
manded the death penalty for Mollah and called for banning
Jamaat which eventually shows a strong secular and left-lean-
ing position. The movement clearly supported the ideals of the
Awami League’s liberation war legacy and stood firmly
against religious extremism. This clear stance attracted large
support from progressive urban youth, intellectuals, and leftist
groups. Slogans like ‘Joy Bangla’ echoed the AL’s history of

63

secularism and helped reinforce its leftist image.

The Awami League (AL) quickly supported the Shahbagh
movement and connected it to its own political goals. Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s government even changed the law
to allow for harsher punishments in war crimes cases, satisfy-
ing protesters and strengthening unity among leftist and secu-
lar groups [16]. Shahbagh was successful because it had a very
clear message. It stood strongly against Islamist politics and
firmly supported secularism.

In response to the Shahbagh movement, the Shapla Chattar
protest broke out on May 5, 2013, led by Hefazat-e-Islam, a
group made up mostly of madrasa-based Islamic scholars and
students [15]. Held at Dhaka’s Shapla Chattar, the protest was
a reaction to the secular demands of Shahbagh. Hefazat re-
leased a 13-point list of demands, which included introducing
blasphemy laws, state punishment of the atheist-secular blog-
gers and enforcing gender segregation, ideas that reflected a
strong right-wing, religious agenda. The BNP and Jamaat-e-
Islami quietly supported this movement. Tens of thousands of
people joined the protest, showing a strong conservative reac-
tion against the rising influence of secularism. Protesters
chanted slogans and held banners calling for Islamic rule and
values which made the ideological divide even more visible.

However, security forces violently broke up the protest on
May 6. At the same time, this crackdown showed just how
powerful and effective a focused right-wing movement could
be in mobilizing people. The AL used Shahbagh to strengthen
its leftist supporters, presenting itself as the protector of the
1971 liberation’s secular values, while the right wing’s for
Shapla Chattar helped it connect with religious voters and re-
inforce its right-wing image.

4. July Uprising 2024 and Possibilities
for New Political Party

The July Uprising of 2024 brought a major change to Bang-
ladesh’s politics which led to the fall of the Awami League
(AL) government on August 5, 2024, after weeks of student-
led protests against Sheikh Hasina’s rule. After the uprising,
students and people have actively discussed forming a new
political party. More than 143 parties asked for registration
from the Election Commission after July uprising 2024. The
National Citizen Party (NCP) was one of them and the most
prominent one as it has been established directly by the stu-
dent protestors who led the movement against the previous AL
regime. NCP was launched in February 2025 [42]. Born from
the broader Jatiya Nagorik Committee, the NCP embodies a
desire for political renewal among youth. The fall of the
Awami League after the July Uprising creates a unique oppor-
tunity for a new political party to rise, but its long-term suc-
cess depends on having a clear ideological stance in Bangla-
desh’s deeply divided political landscape. However, many
newly declared political party including NCP has a mix of
both left- and right-leaning members risks creating ideological
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confusion which may create hinderance [51]. Besides, re-
cently NCP declared its 24-point manifesto where there are no
clear indication or discussion of ideologies [5]. There are two
possibilities for the newly declared parties.

4.1. Possibility 1: Reviving the Leftist Discourse

If the Awami League’s influence weakens after the uprising
towards the left-wing political parties, a new party has the
chance to take up the leftist cause and fill the gap it leaves
behind. The AL’s strength historically came from bringing to-
gether various left-wing groups, as seen during the 2013
Shahbagh movement, which strengthened its secular support
and helped maintain its long rule. A new party could follow
this model by uniting fragmented leftist factions like the Com-
munist Party of Bangladesh and Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
around goals of social justice, equality, and progressive
change. The uprising’s spirit against elitism fits well with left-
ist values and could draw voters disappointed by the AL’s re-
cent fall. However, the main challenge is to overcome the cur-
rent lack of clear vision within leftist politics which needs a
focused and unifying plan to avoid past failures.

4.2. Possibility 2: Redefining the Right-wing
Space

Alternatively, the new party could adopt right-wing ideas,
taking advantage of the BNP’s recent break from Jamaat-e-
Islami. This change has weakened the BNP’s grip on religious
voters which eventually opened space for a new force. By pre-
senting itself as a strong protector of religion, national sover-
eignty, and traditional values, the party could attract right-
leaning supporters who feel the BNP has become too moder-
ate. The 2013 Shapla Chattar movement, where right-wing Is-
lamists opposed Shahbagh’s secularism, shows how powerful
religious nationalism can be in mobilizing people. With reli-
gious sentiment rising after the uprising, this momentum
could help the party build a clear identity if it can distinguish
itself from the BNP’s broader ideological stance.

5. Methodology

This study utilized a mixed-method approach to examine
the trends of political party formation in Bangladesh and how
identifying ideological vacuums and determining ideological
spectrums can support the establishment of a new political
party in Bangladesh. The research integrated qualitative anal-
ysis from existing academic literature with quantitative data
obtained through a convenience online survey. The survey in-
volved a sample of 94 respondents, comprising 44 males and
50 females, selected based on accessibility and willingness to
participate. Participants completed a structured questionnaire
which used a 5-point Likert scale to evaluate their attitudes
toward left-wing and right-wing ideologies for new political
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parties, focusing on ideological clarity, perceived effective-
ness, and likelihood of success. Data were collected online to
enhance participation amidst post-uprising conditions.

This study used both quantitative and historical narrative
analysis to understand public views on forming a new political
party in Bangladesh. For the quantitative analysis, it used
Pearson correlation (r) to find relationships between different
opinions, with results considered meaningful if the chance of
error was less than 5%, p<0.05 [9]. Although Likert scale data
are ordinal, it is common practice in social science research to
treat them as interval-level data when the scale has five or
more points which allows the use of Pearson correlation to as-
sess linear relationships [13, 38]. The Likert-scale variables in
this study are assumed to approximate interval-level measure-
ment due to the use of a 5-point scale and the aggregation of
responses. This approach is supported by evidence that Pear-
son’s correlation provides robust and interpretable results with
Likert-type responses, especially in samples of small and
moderate size.

However, these findings should be regarded as preliminary
rather than definitive. Given the small, non-representative
sample, the observed associations may not generalize to the
broader population. Further research using larger and more
representative samples is required to validate and extend these
results. For deeper understanding, it reviewed books and arti-
cles about Bangladesh’s political history and ideological
trends. However, the study has some limits. It used a conven-
ience sample of 94 people which means the findings might not
apply to everyone in the country. Still, by combining both data
and historical insights, the study aimed to give a broad and
balanced picture of what people and scholars think about the
formation of a new political party in Bangladesh.

6. Correlation Analysis: Ideological
Clarity and Political Party
Formation

The political scene in Bangladesh has long been shaped by
a clear divide between the left-wing and the right-wing poli-
tics which influences how people view politics and vote. After
the July Uprising of 2024, which removed the AL from power,
there has been growing interest, especially among students in
forming a new political party and in February 2025, they for-
mally announced the establishment of National Citizen Party
(NCP). Besides, there are other at least 143 parties which have
interest to launch them as a strong political party. This study
analyzes survey data (n=94) to examine how having a clear
ideology affects public support for new left- and right-leaning
parties, their ability to unite different groups, and the im-
portance of ideological leadership.

The survey included eight questions that measured how fa-
miliar respondents were with the ideologies of the Awami
League (AL) and Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), how
important they believed ideological clarity was, their views on
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the lack of strong ideological leadership, and their support for
new political parties on the left or right spectrum. Participants
responded using a 5-point Likert scale. To analyze the data,
Pearson correlation coefficients (r) were calculated to exam-
ine relationships between variables, with statistical signifi-
cance determined at p < 0.05 where indicated. However, these
patterns should be viewed as tentative signals rather than firm
conclusions. Because the survey relied on a small, conven-
ience-based sample, the relationships observed here may not
reflect the views of the broader population. Future research
with larger and more representative samples will be necessary
to test whether these associations hold more widely and to
draw any reliable, generalizable conclusions.

6.1. Familiarity with AL and BNP Ideologies

This variable (r = 1.000 with itself) has a strong positive
connection with the importance of ideological clarity (r =
0.661), meaning that people who know more about the AL’s
left-leaning views and the BNP’s nationalist ideas also tend to
believe that a political party should have a clear and consistent
ideology. This matches Bangladesh’s political history, where
the AL’s identity was shaped by the 1971 Liberation War and
the BNP became a strong right-wing party under Ziaur Rah-
man in 1978, creating clear and lasting political ideas.

6.2. Importance of Ideological Clarity

Ideological clarity has a meaningful positive link with sup-
port for new left-wing (r = 0.218, p < 0.05) and right-wing (r
=0.227, p < 0.05) parties, showing that having a clear set of
ideas is important for gaining public support. This pattern is
similar to what happened during the 2013 Shahbagh move-
ment, where the Awami League’s clear secular position
helped unite left-wing groups against war criminals. On the
other hand, the Jatiya Party’s unclear and confused stance led
to its decline after 1990.

6.3. Perception of Ideological Leadership
Deficit

This variable has a very weak connection with how familiar
people are with existing parties (r = 0.056) and how important
they think clear ideas are (r = 0.279). However, it has strong
positive connections with support for new left-wing (r = 0.495)
and right-wing (r = 0.656) parties, as well as how effective
people think these new parties would be (left: r = 0.572; right:
r = 0.815). This means that people who are unhappy with cur-
rent political leaders are more open to new parties, especially
right-wing ones.
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6.4. Support for New Left Leaning Party

The chance that people will support new left leaning parties
has a moderate connection with how clear their ideas are (r =
0.218, p < 0.05) and a strong connection with how much peo-
ple feel current leaders are failing (r = 0.495). This means that
if the AL becomes weaker, there is a good chance for left-wing
groups to come back stronger. The strong link with how well
anew party can bring leftist groups together (r = 0.890) is sim-
ilar to what happened in 2013 during the Shahbagh movement,
when the AL united different left-wing groups clearly and ef-
fectively.

6.5. Support for New Right Leaning Party

This means there is a clear connection between support for
new right leaning parties and how clear their ideas are (r =
0.227, p < 0.05), along with a strong link to people feeling that
current leaders are not doing well (r = 0.656). This suggests
that after 2024, more people might be open to right-wing al-
ternatives, especially as the BNP moves away from its alliance
with Jamaat-e-Islam.

6.6. Effectiveness of New Right Leaning Party

This shows a very strong connection to people feeling there
is a leadership gap on the right (r = 0.815) and a strong link to
support for new right leaning parties (r = 0.704). This suggests
that many see a big opportunity for new right-wing groups to
grow. The BNP’s success after 1975 under Ziaur Rahman
shows how having a clear right-wing identity can bring differ-
ent groups together and gain wide support.

6.7. Success Dependent on Ideological Spectrum

This belief has a strong connection with the importance of
ideological clarity (r = 0.542), meaning many people think
that clearly defining a party’s place on the political spectrum
is key to its success. In other words, it is very clear that for a
new political party to form and survive, it must have a well-
defined ideological position.

6.8. lIdeological Clarity Drives Support

The significant correlations between ideological clarity and
support for new parties on the left (r = 0.218) and right (r =
0.227), both statistically significant (p < 0.05), highlight how
important clear ideology is for gaining public backing. For ex-
ample, the Awami League’s clear secular stance during the
2013 Shahbagh movement united leftist groups and helped it
maintain power for 16 years, while the BNP’s strong nation-
alist position after 1978 successfully filled the right-wing gap.
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Table 3. Correlation Matrix of Public Attitudes Toward Political ldeologies, Party Support, and Perceived Leadership*.

Familiarity Importance Perceived
with AL- of Ip deologi- Ideological
BNP Ideolo- Clamg Leadership
gies Y Deficit

Familiarity with

AL-BNP 1.000 0.661 0.056

Ideologies

Importance of lde-, o6 1.000 0.279

ological Clarity

Perceived Ideologi-

cal Leadership 0.056 0.279 1.000

Deficit

Support for New

Left-Wing Party 0.356 0.218 0.495

Effectiveness of

New Left-Wing 0.275 0.123 0.572

Unity

Support for New

Right-Wing Party 0.359 0.227 0.656

Effectiveness of

New Right-Wing -0.056 0.195 0.815

Unity

Belief in Ideologi-

cal Spectrum Cap-  0.354 0.542 0.199

ture

Support e ctive-  SUPPOTL e ctive-  Denefin
for New for New Ideologi-
Left- ness of New Richt- ness of New cal Spec-
: Left-Wing £ Right-Wing P
Wing Unit ‘Wing Unity trum
Party y Party Capture
0.356 0.275 0.359 -0.056 0.354
0.218 0.123 0.227 0.195 0.542
0.495 0.572 0.656 0.815 0.199
1.000 0.890 0.598 0.584 0.017
0.890 1.000 0.708 0.701 -0.074
0.598 0.708 1.000 0.704 -0.202
0.584 0.701 0.704 1.000 -0.127
0.017 -0.074 -0.202 -0.127 1.000

* This table (n=94) presents Pearson correlation coefficients (r) illustrating the linear relationships between variables related to ideological
clarity, political preferences, and perceived party effectiveness. Coefficients range from -1 to +1, where values closer to =1 indicate stronger
relationships. In this study, correlations with p <0.05 and r > 0.2 are considered moderate, while those with p < 0.05 and r > 0.5 indicate strong
associations. These patterns should be interpreted as indicative rather than conclusive, and confirmation with larger, more representative data

is needed.

7. Discussion

This study set out to reassess the political spectrum and
party formation dynamics in Bangladesh by redefining the
meanings of left, centre, and right across multiple social do-
mains and by examining how ideological clarity shapes public
support for political parties. The findings suggest that ideol-
ogy remains a crucial organizing principle in Bangladesh’s
post-1971 political landscape, even amid pragmatic adapta-
tions and populist appeals. While regime change, uprisings,
and elite realignments have historically facilitated party for-
mation, this study reinforces the argument that parties with
coherent and recognizable ideological foundations are more
likely to achieve sustainability and legitimacy.

One of the central findings is the strong relationship be-
tween familiarity with established party ideologies and the
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perceived importance of ideological clarity. Respondents who
understood the Awami League’s liberation-war-based secular
nationalism and the BNP’s nationalist orientation were signif-
icantly more likely to believe that parties must articulate clear
ideological positions. This aligns with Bangladesh’s political
history, where durable party identities emerged from founda-
tional moments such as the Liberation War and the post-1975
reorientation under Ziaur Rahman. The results indicate that
ideological memory continues to structure political expecta-
tions, suggesting that despite claims of ideological erosion,
voters still rely on ideological cues to assess credibility and
trustworthiness.

The analysis also demonstrates that ideological clarity pos-
itively correlates with support for both new left-leaning and
right-leaning parties, albeit modestly. This supports the argu-
ment that ideology functions as a mobilizing resource across
the spectrum rather than being confined to one side. However,
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perceptions of an ideological leadership deficit among exist-
ing parties show a much stronger association with openness to
new political formations, particularly on the right. This pattern
implies that dissatisfaction with current leadership does not
produce ideological apathy, instead, it encourages voters to
seek alternative actors who can more convincingly articulate
values, authority, and direction. In this sense, ideological clar-
ity appears to act as a substitute for declining trust in estab-
lished elites.

A notable and politically significant finding is the compar-
atively stronger perceived prospects and effectiveness of new
right-leaning parties in the post-uprising environment. The
strong correlations between leadership deficit perceptions and
support for right-leaning alternatives suggest that the right
currently occupies a more expandable ideological space. His-
torically, similar dynamics were evident in the late 1970s
when the BNP consolidated disparate groups under a clear na-
tionalist framework. In contrast, the left’s prospects appear
more conditional, heavily dependent on its capacity to unify
fragmented actors under a shared ideological banner, as
briefly achieved during the 2013 Shahbagh movement. This
asymmetry highlights how ideological opportunity structures
vary across time and spectrum positions.

By adopting a multi-domain framework, this study contrib-
utes to a more nuanced understanding of Bangladesh’s politi-
cal spectrum. The findings resonate with Joshi’s ‘one-dimen-
sion, multiple domains’ approach, showing that parties and
voters do not always align consistently across economic, cul-
tural, religious, and legal domains. The tables outlining left,
centre, right, and populist tendencies illustrate how ideologi-
cal positions are recombined rather than abandoned, support-
ing Ostrowski’s argument that ideology evolves morphologi-
cally rather than disappearing [40]. Populism’s cross-cutting
presence further complicates the spectrum, reinforcing that
anti-elite rhetoric can coexist with both leftist redistribution
and rightist cultural conservatism.

Overall, the findings are broadly consistent with existing
literature that emphasizes the enduring relevance of ideology
in party competition, even in contexts marked by pragmatism
and populism. Like Hanson’s argument on the limits of ideo-
logical flexibility, this study shows that parties perceived as
ideologically hollow struggle to inspire confidence and long-
term support. The key contribution of this research lies in con-
textualizing these theoretical insights within Bangladesh’s
contemporary political transition, particularly after 2024.
While limited by a small, convenience-based sample, the
study offers tentative but meaningful evidence that ideological
clarity remains a prerequisite for party survival and success.

8. Conclusion

Countries around the world are often divided into left-right
wing or liberal-conservative politics, which represent differ-
ent beliefs about how society, politics and economics should
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be organized [12]. The emergence of political parties in Bang-
ladesh, especially after the July Uprising of 2024, is deeply
connected to the country’s historical and ideological journey,
as shown throughout this study. Historically, the formation of
political parties in Bangladesh can be considered as regime-
centric approach or uprising-driven movements. The Awami
League in its early years, the BNP under Ziaur Rahman, and
the Jatiya Party under Hussain Muhammad Ershad, the Na-
tional Citizen Party (NCP) were either facilitated or directly
created to consolidate authority, co-opt opposition, or frag-
ment emerging challenges.

Since the 1971 Liberation War, which solidified the Awami
League’s (AL) left-wing dominance, and the formation of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) in 1978 to fill the right-
wing gap, Bangladesh’s politics have remained ideologically
divided. This left-right or liberal-conservative divide has con-
tinuously shaped political developments. The decline of Er-
shad’s Jatiya Party (JP) in the 1980s and the failure of other
smaller parties after 1990s due to their lack of clear ideologi-
cal positions was also an evident in support of this argument.
The ideological clarity displayed during the 2013 Shahbagh
movement (led by the AL’s secular front) and the Islamist-
BNP religious alliance in the Shapla Chattar protests further
demonstrated how political legitimacy is tied to strong ideo-
logical identity. In the wake of the AL’s fall in 2024, political
entities now face an open field, but history reinforces a central
lesson, to survive and succeed, a party must define, claim, and
lead a clear ideological spectrum.

The correlation analysis from the survey (n=94) provides
empirical backing to the historical patterns discussed earlier
which sheds light on public opinion in the aftermath of the
2024 uprising. The results clearly show that ideological clarity
plays a crucial role in generating support for political parties.
This reflects how the AL and BNP historically maintained
public trust through clear ideological stances. However, the
data also signals a present-day shift in public sentiment more
in favor of right-wing alternatives. Support for right-leaning
parties shows stronger correlations (r=0.656 for support and
r=0.704 for perceived effectiveness in uniting factions) than
for the left (r=0.495 and r=0.572, respectively). This tilt likely
stems from the BNP’s recent strategic move to distance itself
from Jamaat-e-Islami and the public fallout from the AL’s fall,
which together have left a noticeable gap on the right, similar
to what Ziaur Rahman capitalized on in 1978. On the other
hand, while the left shows strong internal coherence (support-
unity correlation at r=0.890), it struggles with fragmentation
and the burden of distancing itself from the AL. Though the
results provide initial evidence of these relationships, but their
interpretation remains provisional. Subsequent studies with
larger and more representative samples are essential to con-
firm and build on these observations.

In the wake of the 2024 July uprising, many groups includ-
ing the students who led the movement wanted to establish
political forces in Bangladesh. They could reinvigorate the left
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by uniting fragmented groups around a clear agenda of secu-
larism and social justice, similar to how the AL mobilized sup-
port during the Shahbagh movement, especially by using
strong media presence to influence public discourse. Alterna-
tively, the parties could carve out space on the right by chan-
neling nationalist and religious sentiments. However, past ex-
amples like the decline of the ideologically incoherent politi-
cal parties in the 1990s serve as cautionary tales about the dan-
gers of ambiguity. The moderate correlation between belief in
spectrum capture and the importance of ideological clarity
(r=0.542) suggests that while ideology is crucial, other factors
such as organizational capability and historical legitimacy
traits long embodied by the AL and BNP are also essential.
For the newly formed parties, this means it must move beyond
its roots in student activism and build a broader, credible plat-
form if it hopes to endure.

In addition, situating political parties along the traditional
left-right spectrum has become increasingly challenging in the
contemporary Bangladesh. Many emerging parties exhibit un-
clear or fluid ideologies and often relies on populist strategies
rather than coherent ideological frameworks. Moreover, there
is a noticeable trend of ideological reversal with some extreme
leftist political personnel shifting toward extreme rightist po-
sitions and vice versa. As a result, political parties are contin-
uously redefining their ideological stances. This fluidity not
only makes it harder to understand Bangladesh’s political
landscape but also offers a good opportunity for future re-
search to study how and why parties or person change from
left to right or from right to left.

In conclusion, the formation of political parties in Bangla-
desh has followed two prevailing trends: emergence with di-
rect or indirect support from ruling regimes, and formation in
response to popular uprisings. It becomes clear that the ide-
ological spectrum is both a strategic opportunity and a criti-
cal challenge for any political formation in post-2024 Bang-
ladesh. For any party to succeed, it must decisively position
itself, either left or right while uniting factions under that
banner and responding to the electorate’s urgent demands for
justice, accountability, and systemic reform in a post-upris-
ing political order. However, this opportunity will only mat-
ter if a party boldly claims a clear ideological position and
presents a strong, future-oriented vision for the country. In
the immediate aftermath of the July Uprising, this presents a
unique opportunity for the political parties to (re)define the
political ‘Left” and ‘Right’ in Bangladesh which will enable
them to give a clear vision to the citizen and their partymen.
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