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Abstract

The 2024 general election in Mauritius marked another historic moment in the country’s political history with a crushing victory
of the opposition coalition sweeping every parliamentary seats. Mauritian politics is at a crossroad where traditional and modern
mechanisms coexist together, bridging the divide between the political elite and the everyday struggles. Observations can be
made about the rise of extreme populism as a result of growing dissatisfaction of the previous government and rising cost of
living. For over a decade now, Mauritian politics has undertaken a new path, more of a marketing stunt than a political campaign,
with slogans such as “viré mam” in 2014 or the more recent “bour li dehors” in 2024. Through an analysis of the country’s
political history and the evolution of politics, this paper draws from sociological and political theories to understand and
critically analyse how Mauritian politics has evolved to align itself with the changing Mauritian landscape. From an analysis of
the Mauritian political system and its evolution throughout time, to the involvement of mass media and technology, this paper
further depicts how Mauritian politics is being shaped by the silent mass, reclaiming and disrupting the traditional way of
doing politics. Consequently, this paper aims at setting the scene for further research about the evolution of politics in the 21%
century where the gap between traditional politics and the social empowerment is being bridged by the advent of technology.
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1. Introduction

The case study of Mauritius is a very interesting and in-
triguing one defying all the odd, often very bleak and obscure
estimation about its growth. Today Mauritius is hailed as
Africa’s success story with one of the highest GDP per capita
on the continent. The country, however, was described as a
hopeless case due to several factors, notably the ethnic divi-
sion plaguing the economic and political landscape [24].
Mauritius today is a stable flourishing democracy with co-
herent political participation. The Mauritius is considered
Africa’s most democratic country and part of the select club of

countries whose political system are described as ‘full de-
mocracy’ [11]. Nonetheless, as with every political system,
the Mauritian model is not without its flaws. Being a former
French and British colony, the Mauritian system is largely
inherited by its former colonizers [14]. Whilst the Mauritian
legal system is a hybrid combination of the French civil law
(Napoleonic Code) and British common law, the country’s
political system is a replica of the Westminster model with the
national parliament on the main island and a system of de-
volution for the outer islands.
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The British Model, also described as the “winner takes all”
model, where the winner is allocated parliamentary seats the
irrespective of any external factors. Whilst this mechanism is
applied in many major democracies, this model proved fun-
damentally flawed for the Mauritian system, emphasizing the
need for adaptation to ensure fair representation of the multi-
ethnic and multicultural makeup of the country [14, 20]. In-
deed, the multicultural peculiarity of Mauritian society
sparked severe need to adapt the Westminster system to ac-
commodate local needs. This became a status quo in Mauri-
tian politics, as outlined by literature, for civil and political
survival across the various ethnicities. Nevertheless, this
status quo is often put aside once every few cycles, in favor of
common agenda among the population, as some sort of reset
mechanism in case a government goes rogue. This phenom-
enon is known locally in Mauritius as the ‘60-0’ mechanism
where al 60 available parliamentary seats are swept away by
the opposition or opposition coalition by popular votes as a
means of retaliation for frustration or dissatisfaction of the
government [9]. Though Mauritius is significantly diverse,
one peculiarity of the country’s successful political stability
has proved to be the resilience of its population, capable to
work towards a common goal irrespective of their difference.

2. Mauritius Political 60-0 Mechanism

2.1. Historical Review of the Mauritius 60-0

The ‘60-0’ narrative emerged following the general elec-
tion of 1982 where all 60 parliamentary seats were secured by
a coalition of the main opposition parties, notably the MMM
(Mauritius Millitant Movement) and then PSM (Mauritian
Socialist Party). This emergence was followed by a series of
protests and dissatisfaction towards the government. Conse-
quently, this marked a cornerstone of Mauritian politics, still
relevant to this day [4]. Bowman [4] talks about a political
malaise that peaked with the country’s economic slump
caused by external shocks and the difficulty in keeping up
with the employment demands emanating from the rapid
population growth. Whilst the government only lasted 11
months due to unpopular policies to address pressing eco-
nomic issues, leading to ideological divergence within the
coalition [4], the trend repeated itself with the 1995 national
election.

Whilst the build-up of the 1982 *60-0’ was sparked by the
economic slump and discontentment of the social and eco-
nomic condition, the 1995 *60-0’ ironically emerged as a side
effect of the significant economic growth in the country.
Indeed, official documents from the World Bank talk about
the denaturation of the Mauritian economic and social land-
scape from the tourism boom and the further stress the eroding
comparative advantage such as a result of economic growth
and development, leaving once again the social welfare of the
population behind [6]. With the emergence of rapid economic
growth, characterized as the ‘Mauritian Economic Miracle’,
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new challenges emerged, accentuating the frustration of the
Mauritian people. Reports from the IMF [8] further highlight
the economic slowdown prior to the 1995 election, high-
lighting the devastating effect of Cyclone Hollanda on the
country’s economy, forcing unpopular economic measures at
the expense of the population. Rising inflation, economic
slowdown and drop in domestic savings, combined with the
devastating effect of Cyclone Hollanda causing 135 million
USD worth of damage, generated another wave of dissatis-
faction and loss of confidence in the government leading to
another radical government change [22].

Similarly, almost 3 decades later history repeated itself
with another whooping ‘60-0’ election in 2024, fueled by
feeling of dissatisfaction towards the government which was
further exacerbated by the rising cost of living. This election
saw major coverage, from local, regional and even interna-
tional news, associating the election outcome with a buildup
of growing dissatisfaction, growing corruption and even
growing authoritarian tendencies from the then ruling party [9,
13]. Indeed, based on previous events a similar pattern can be
drawn in predicting this the 2024 election outcome, which
was done by experts and commentors commenting the elec-
tion on local news and radios who indeed were predicting a
‘60-0" as election outcome [1]. With similar growing dissat-
isfaction of the government, growing corruption and un-
precedented rapid economic decline, the bearing of all major
factors was present to culminate to another historic reset in the
political economy.

2.2. Ramgoolam vs Jugnauth

Mauritian politics presents a unique paradox, as the prem-
iership position has been dominated by two families since the
country’s independence. This phenomenon, often referred to
as dynastic politics, mirrors a family-run political enterprise,
despite Mauritius being recognized as a vibrant democracy
with regular elections and clear power alternation. Dewoo [5]
critiques this political structure, suggesting that Mauritius
may have “the wrong type of political system” given its dis-
tinctive political landscape. While the country operates as a
multiparty democracy, party leadership remains largely un-
changed, resulting in a political cycle where power is con-
sistently circulated among the same individuals. Existing
literature on political dynasties characterizes Mauritian poli-
tics as a family business, with the top office consistently oc-
cupied by members of either the Ramgoolam or Jugnauth
clans [5]. This leadership paradox is particularly ironic in the
Mauritian context. On one hand, the nation has upheld free
and fair elections every five years since independence.
However, the lack of genuine political renewal, evidenced by
the continued dominance of two political families, raises
concerns about the true extent of democratic evolution in the
country.

Both dynasties are well known within the Mauritian polit-
ical landscape with then leaders being part of the London
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Constitutional conference negotiating the country’s inde-
pendence [2]. For instance, Navin Ramgoolam (son of the
first Prime Minister Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam) took of-
fice as Prime Minister on 11" November 2024 marking his
fourth term, preceding Pravin Jugnauth (son of former Prime
Minister Sir Anerood Jugnauth), who was in power for the last
10 years. Whilst there is genuine transfer of power, this
phenomenon is explained by a lack of regulation regarding
term limits for party leadership generating a stance of dec-
ades-long leadership without any contestation [10]. Though
the existence of different parties with prominent presence on
the political stage, the Labour Party (Ramgoolam Clan) and
the Militant Socialist Movement (Jugnauth Clan) have always
been at the forefront, often leading coalitions with other par-
ties to form governments.

3. Politics of the People

3.1. ViréMam

The 2014 general election represented a pivotal transfor-
mation in the political landscape of Mauritius, signaling a
departure from traditional political practices. This election
reflected a more contemporary approach to political en-
gagement, as Mauritians demonstrated an evolving perception
of politics. Notably, the rise of populism in Mauritian politics
coincided with this shift, underscored by the extensive use of
digital media and modern political tools. Kasenally and
Awatar [12] highlight the instrumental role of social media in
shaping the discourse surrounding the 2014 elections. A key
element of this transformation was the emergence of the slo-
gan "virémam", which translates to "switch sides" in Kreol.
Initially a video clip aiming at mocking the country’s lead-
ership by pointing their complete disconnection with the local
reality as described by Oozeerally [17], the slogan became a
political strategy by the opposition to ridicule the ruling
government. Eventually, the phrase evolved into a symbol of
public discontent. The widespread dissatisfaction was further
exacerbated by discussions of a proposed constitutional
amendment, which fueled mistrust toward the political elite.
Ultimately, the slogan became a unifying force, rallying the
population around shared grievances and resistance against
the ruling establishment.

3.2. Bour Li Dehors

Similarly, 2024 represented another wave of populism in
Mauritian politics, with the population voicing their anger and
dissatisfaction about the country’s leadership. The increasing
prevalence of corruption and power consolidation nearing a
totalitarian-like regime resulted in an erosion of trust in the
country’s leadership. Mpako and Ndoma [15, 16] highlighted
the social tensions of the country preceding the 2024 elections,
emphasizing the significant mistrust in both the media and
electoral commission. With the “Bour Li Dehors” narrative, a
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Cohen-like criminological scenario emerged. An atmosphere
of moral panic gradually installed itself with the outgoing
government becoming a folk devil — a common evil respon-
sible to be blamed for all social and economic problems.

However, unlike in 2014, the “Bour Li Dehors” narrative,
which translates to “Throw him out,” emerged as a result of
government's mismanagement of the environmental crisis
caused by the wreckage of the MV Wakashio—a Japanese oil
tanker that spilled significant amounts of heavy oil into
Mauritian waters. This incident led to widespread public
outrage, culminating in large-scale protests demanding the
resignation of an already unstable government. Extensive
media coverage, ranging from local media such as L’express
[7] to international outlets like Reuters [18] and Al Jazeera
[21], further amplified the movement, providing crucial
momentum leading up to the 2024 elections. Additionally, the
emergence of successive political scandals, each more severe
than the last, further legitimized the slogan. By the time of the
2024 election, what began as a simple protest chant had
evolved into a near-unanimous call for change, symbolizing a
broader movement demanding the restoration of power to the
Mauritian people.

4. Mauritius ‘Marketing’ Politics

4.1. The Mauritian Political Branding

Mauritian modern politics has now evolved into a politics
of language, where short, catchy slogans has taken over the
political scenery, transforming political campaigns into more
of a marketing blitz than platforms for substantive debate.
Slogans like the above mentioned "virémam" and "bour li
dehors™ have shifted from just mere rallying cries to become
the main backbone of political campaigns; they serve as
powerful branding tools that shape public opinion and drive
voter engagement. The current narrative of Mauritian politics
suggests a strong marketing narrative with political parties
increasingly prioritizing image, spectacle, and marketing
strategies over policy-driven discourse. This reinforces the
narrative of political success being measured more by visi-
bility rather than vision. Political analysts have demonstrated
how this politics of marketing intensifies political polariza-
tion, as seen in Weber et al.’s [23] analysis, where identity
becomes shaped by marketing rather than ideology. Indeed,
modern Mauritian politics has taken a more market-
ing-oriented approach where political identity is now forged
through branding rather than ideological conviction, deepen-
ing divisions within the electorate.

Nonetheless, one can argue on the credibility of such an
approach, where the focus has shifted from substantive policy
changes to mass mobilization. Perman’s [19] framework on
political marketing offers a comprehensive understanding of
how ideologies can be sold as rallying tools for public ap-
proval. The bour li dehors (BLD) narrative, for instance, was
fueled by urgency to remove the country's leadership, con-
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sequently becoming the central objective of the 2024 elec-
tion.

4.2. The Role of the Media

Mauritian media has a history spanning over 250 years
and is regarded as "one of the most established institutions in
the Southern Hemisphere”, as noted by Kasenally and
Awatar [12]. Their analysis highlights the media’s pivotal
role in political empowerment. Throughout history, Mauri-
tian politics has been deeply intertwined with the media,
whether as an extension of political campaigns or as a tool
for propaganda. Bowman (1984) illustrates this me-
dia-politics dynamic using the 1982 election, where the me-
dia was strategically used for political control. This period
saw the rise of a ‘branding’ approach, framing the election as
a turning point toward the decline into authoritarianism
should the MMM come to power.

With the advent of social media, Mauritian politics has
reinvented itself, benefiting from decentralized communica-
tion that allows direct engagement with the population, by-
passing traditional intermediaries. This aligns with Araujo
and Prior [3], who associate the rise of populism with a need
to dissociate from traditional political mechanisms in favor
of direct interaction with the public. In a similar pattern, in
Mauritius, social media has acted as a catalyst for the shift
toward a more marketing-driven approach to politics, where
branding and digital outreach play a central role in political
engagement.

5. Conclusion

Mauritian politics presents a fascinating case study for its
unique complexities. Inherited from its former colonial master,
many have argued about the inappropriateness of the system
due to the country’s distinct social landscape. Yet, this ‘broken’
system has evolved into a uniquely Mauritian model, shaped
by the 60-0 phenomenon as a form of reset mechanism
providing checks and balances. Predominantly marked by a
diverse social fabric and exacerbated by a dynastic political
structure controlled by two prominent families, the notion of
populism steadily emerged as a means for the electorate to
challenge and redefine political norms. Whilst Mauritian
politics has undergone significant transformation over time,
technological advancements and the emergence of new tools
continue to redefine the political landscape through the reap-
propriation of political power by the people. This can pro-
vide solid groundwork for further research into the evolution
of politics within the technological era where the advent of
technology is creating an environment of proximity between
the population and their leaders.
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Abbreviations

BLD Bour Li Dehors (Throw Him out)

GDP Gross Domestic Product

IMF International Monetary Fund

MMM Mouvement Mauricien Militant (Mauritian
Militant Movement)

MSM Mouvement Socialist Mauricien (Mauritian
Socialist Movement)

PSM Parti Socialist Mauricien (Mauritian Socialist

Party)
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